COMMUNITY RAIL LANCASHIRE
UPDATE NEWSLETTER
Introduction
Richard Watts, Chair, Community Rail Lancashire
Welcome to this update covering the work of the Community Rail Lancashire team. Despite living through
unprecedented times, the team have been far from idle. Innovation, creativity and thinking outside the box
have been the team watch words. I applaud them for the excellent work they have done which you can
read as you go through this newsletter/update. Each team member updates on the projects they have
created or been involved in.
Indeed, these are unprecedented times. I have been an advocate of public transport for all my working life
and even before that. I have never learnt to drive and have relied heavily on public transport to get about.
I have championed public transport as a safe and more sustainable mode of transport. So, it has come as
a real shock to hear the Government telling people not to use public transport. Consequently, all public
transport modes have haemorrhaged users in their millions and most polls show that people will take
time to feel safe again using public transport. Public transport is all about mass transport. Take that away
and the environmental cost of running lots of near empty trains is clearly unsustainable and certainly not
‘green’. The way back will be very hard, but face masks are clearly one way to reassure people that they
can use the system again with greater confidence. As most of you know I always look across the Channel
to see what the French are up to! So, what do I find? Now that face masks are compulsory, they are
booking a 100% of seats on their TGVs and all TER (regional services) are back to normal. The same
applies in Germany.
It has not been an easy period running CRL and its four Community Rail Partnerships from my home
‘bunker’ in Preston. However, with the support of the team it has been manageable. What has lockdown
and the related restrictions meant? Well a lot of meetings have been a casualty. That said I meet the team
at our ‘virtual’ weekly team meetings, and we held a CRL Board meeting by phone conference and are
planning to hold the next one by Zoom. Many meetings have continued using zoom, Google Meet etc.
What we haven’t been able to do is hold CRP meetings but that may be about to change. With (super)
Saturday 4th July behind us and travel rules changing we can once again begin to think about holding
meetings. So, I will be talking to the Chairs to see what they would like to do and when.
Like the team apart from running CRL and overseeing the work of the 4 CRPs I have been far from idle!
For example, I have been working with Caroline on the Kirkham & Wesham station project as well as
helping where I can with ‘Connecting East Lancashire’ (CEL); with Simon on the new CRL branded poster
boards; with Karen on the apprentice and ‘virtual’ education network; with Katie on the many excellent
Doodly short videos she has developed including the history video for Burnley Manchester Road (see
https://youtu.be/tlb8sx4nefs) and the plug for the ‘virtual DalesRail’ and Shahiesta on the ‘Memorable
Journeys’ and ‘Visit my Mosque’ projects.

That is not all though. I have been involved with two ‘Restoring your Railway Ideas Fund’ projects. The
first of these was assisting Ribble Valley Borough Council with its application to improve services along
the Ribble Valley line with possible services to Hellifield and beyond. This bid has been successfully
shortlisted and now moves onto the next stage. The other concerns a passing loop on the South Fylde
Line. This has just been submitted by the two MPs Mark Menzies and Scott Benson and we will know if it
is shortlisted later this year. Other bids have been submitted including one for the restoration of the
Burscough Curves in West Lancashire and a more recent one for the re-opening of Midge Hall station on
the Ormskirk line. The former didn’t get shortlisted first time round and the latter is awaiting the outcome
of the second-round applications.
The Ribble Valley Line has been receiving quite a bit of my attention. At Clitheroe a Community Rail
Development Fund (CRDF) bid to the Community Rail Network for an additional cantilever shelter has
been successful; a study into improving access to/from and within Langho station is being taken forward
by Seed Architects and I have been helping Breaking Cycles on potential funding for the proposed Bike
Library in the former Clitheroe Interchange office.
Still with the Ribble Valley Line it is a great disappointment to me and many others that DalesRail has been
cancelled this year. Fully understandable given Covid-19 and I even suggested that is what should happen
but none the less disappointing. So, to fill the void and to keep the idea of DalesRail alive I created with
the help of Simon and Katie the ‘Virtual DalesRail’ with its ‘Tales from DalesRail’. This is creating a fund
of stories, pictures, poems and anecdotes about why people love DalesRail and are missing it this year.
More to the point it also whets the appetite for when it returns in 2021! The plans that were developing
for ‘extending the Reach of DalesRail’ this year will hopefully come to fruition next year. In the meantime,
it is possible the winter Ribble Valley Rambler will operate but probably not from September.

The real DalesRail with a good number of walkers just leaving the train
at Ribblehead (John Barnes)

Things are moving ahead at Accrington with CCTV to be installed shortly and the access ramp to platform
1 will be reconstructed to make it fully DDA compliant as part of the successful Access for All mid-tier
bid for the station. At Burnley Manchester Road a design study has looked at how to improve access
arrangements at the station and the options are currently being discussed with a variety of local groups.
It is fair to say one option stands out above all others! If you watched the Burnley Manchester Road video
you will know what the favoured option is!
Looking to West Lancashire plans are being developed to relaunch the ‘Make A Beeline’ campaign with a
new poster and leaflet.
There have been some staffing changes at CRL. We welcomed Caroline Holden who joined CRL on the
1st April this year. Coming right at the start of lockdown it meant that the planned induction had to be
largely placed on hold and with a bit of judicious rearrangement we did it virtually. Amazingly Caroline has
hit the deck running as you will see from her report. At the same Daisy resigned from CRL to take up a
new rail-based role with the Knowledge Transfer Network and will shortly be moving to London. Daisy
remains in touch and is still on the board of the Community Rail Network.

As many will know Daisy was a great tea drinker!

Other news:
On the South Fylde Line Christine Holland and Shellene Divall, members of the Friends of St. Annes Station and
Karen Cornforth from the Ansdell station group have been busy sewing scrubs and scrubs bags for local medical
practices and also for Blackpool Victoria Hospital. A fantastic effort.

On the neighbouring Bolton and South Lancashire CRP, we welcome Dr Steph Dermott (pictured below)
who has been appointed as the Community Rail Officer for this new partnership.

EDUCATION TEAM UPDATE
Katie Musgrove (Special Education Needs Officer)
Be a Gem
www.downtheline.org.uk/projects/be-a-gem
Doodly animation and information shared via social media and
60 hardcopy packs sent to care homes and primary schools
along the South Fylde Line. Artwork is intended to be displayed
at stations post-lockdown.

#Creativeathome
www.communityraillancashire.co.uk/creative-at-home-with-crl
Series of creative ideas
(inspired by rail) for
children to do during
lockdown and beyond.
Each activity has a
graphic and a Doodly
animation and have
been shared on social
media and CRL
websites.
Backtrack
www.downtheline.org.uk/projects/backtrack
Doodly animation for the competition has reached over 2,000
people via social media.
Virtual History Posters & Tales from Dales Rail
www.communityraillancashire.co.uk/stations/accrington
www.communityraillancashire.co.uk/tales-from-dalesrail
With the help of the wider CRL team I’ve created two Doodly animations. One to share the history of
Accrington Station as part of the Station History Project and another to encourage people to share
their stories and experiences of using Dales Rail. A further one about Burnley Manchester Road is in
production and will be on the CRL website and YouTube shortly.
Awareness Days
I’ve been creating visual Twitter images to be shared to highlight a range of topics during national
awareness days/weeks. Such as: Mental Health Awareness; Carers Week; Men’s Health Week.

And a Doodly for National Growing for Wellbeing Week:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=axQwi0qnwnY&feature=emb_title

Karen Bennett (Community Rail Education Development Officer)
Since March, when the UK went into lockdown, I have engaged in a variety of virtual projects. Firstly, I
created a page on Down the Line website and uploaded activities for school children to engage with at
home.

I also created an art project called Be a Gem with colleague Katie Musgrove. The idea is that creating art
pieces for stations is an important aspect of community rail and if people can’t meet physically to do
something, then we could create an activity for them to do at home. Blank gems have been sent to care
homes and schools along the South Fylde Line and versions are available to download from the website.
Submissions have been varied and will be able to be put onto Dibond and displayed at stations.

CRL hosts an education network for CRPs working in the Northern region. During the Covid-19
pandemic, I thought it would be a good idea to continue our meetings virtually. Since lockdown began
we have had 6 two-hour meetings where participants have been able to catch up, discuss education in
community rail matters and take part in the ‘tea-break phone-call’ where each member is paired up to
have a one-to-one chat with another. The Community Rail Network have sent details of the meetings to
officers nationwide and now we have participants from all over the country.

One success of the Virtual Education Network is the anti-trespassing competition Backtrack: create it, share
it, save lives. A community safety manager for Network Rail approached the group and asked what ideas
we might have for a competition to lower the 25% spike in trespassing since lockdown began. To organise
the competition, a working party was put together with representatives from the Bishop Line CRP, Tyne
Valley CRP and Sussex CRP. With sponsorship from other CRPs and a selection of TOCs (Northern,
LNER, ScotRail, TPE and Cross Country) there are some great prizes on offer. News has spread of the
campaign has received coverage on local press and radio. The competition ends in September, so the
next few months will be spent promoting it further.

Shahiesta Raja (Community Rail Education Development Officer)
Bonded Together with a Prayer Bead: Community Rail Lancashire worked with Arts2Heal, a small
charity that was set up to help and support people with issues of anxiety and depression through the
medium of art. The aim is to use creativity to help people overcome mental health barriers to participating
more fully in society and to help build confidence and employability skills. ‘Bonded Together with a Prayer
Bead’ brought people from various communities together to decorate an 8cm polystyrene ball each, that
was to become part of a 100 metre thread. On completion, the string of prayer beads had been
contributed to by over 1000 people across Lancashire and was showcased at various places and culminated
in a trip to showcase the beads at the Eco Mosque in Cambridge with the help of Northern, LNER and
Cross Country. The project has featured on the CRL website and the Community Rail Network website
and a best practice paper was written for the Community Rail Network as well as it being used as an
example at the Avanti Community Rail Conference.

Memorable Journeys: This project is a part of a wider Connecting East Lancashrie initiative and has
focussed on Accrington Station. Before the lockdown
we managed to work with some children from
Hyndburn Park and Peel Park Primary Schools and
Alastair Nicholson to produce some art work that
portrayed the journeys that have made to and from
Accrington by the residents. It was an interesting
topic that brought about some fascinating stories
from the children and their families. There were
some happy and some sad stories about journeys
from other towns and in some cases other countries.
Some Syrian refugee families were able to share their
memorable but painful journeys, some second
generation British Pakistani children were able to
share stories of their parents coming to Accrington
for work as well as fun journeys for days out with friends and familiy. The art work will be displayed at
Accrington Station.
Schools Linking: Pupils from Pleckgate High School
and Islamiah High School in Blackburn took part in a
nationwide initiative known as Schools Linking where
pupils from two different schools try to get to know
each other in order to build bridges between
communities and develop a deeper understanding of
cultural similarities and differences. Their initial
meeting consisted of 44 teenage girls and took place
on the train from Blackburn to Littleborough. They
managed to speak to a female guard on their journey
and produced some work for the Women in STEM
project too.
Visit My Mosque by Train: This project aims to produce a guide for people to be able to visit some
mosques along the East Lancashire Line. There are some very promenant mosques that are within walking
distance from the railway stations and are interesting places to visit. The guide is being written at the
moment and includes some information about the history of the Muslim community in Lancashire as well
as information about Islam and key beliefs. The aim is for the guide to be used to create a better
understanding between different communities.

COMMUNITY RAIL DEVELOPMENT TEAM
Simon Clarke (Community Rail Development Officer)
Although the Covid-19 pandemic has continued to affect community rail work across the whole of the
UK, the work of Community Rail Lancashire has continued albeit in a more theoretical rather than
practical since the lock down measures introduced in March 2020.
Prior to the restrictions I was heavily involved in the Ticket to Pride project led by Daisy ChapmanChamberlain and this involved the installation of a series of posters across the CRL area and also station
specific Dibond panels at certain stations including Accrington, Blackpool North, Hebden Bridge and
Rochdale.

Other work before lock down included involvement in the Connecting East Lancashire projects across
the area and particularly at Brierfield and Ramsgreave & Wilpshire stations. At Brierfield I worked closely
with Caroline Holden (then working for Connecting East Lancashire) Katie Musgrove (CRL) and the arts
project team at InSitu close to Brierfield station. The culmination was the installation of an unusually
coloured and branded display board on the station car park.
Ramsgreave & Wilpshire station has seen the development of an arts project by Karen Allerton with
Ribblesdale High School in Clitheroe and Blackburn College. Although most of the artwork is complete
the final printing and installation is on hold.
The last major event in the CRL calendar to take place before lock down was the 2020 Women Who
Wander (STEM) event which was held in the National Railway Museum in York and celebrated the brilliant
writing of a very diverse group of women and this year was particularly aimed at encouraging more women
and girls to join STEM roles in the railway and associated industries.
Post lock down work has seen all of the CRL team working from home and mostly carrying out desk
bound work.
For me this has involved work on the CRL and Down the Line websites and an increased amount of work
on social media channels.

The Google Analytics (statistics) crashed on 2nd June and Source Creative are trying to rectify the problem
but statistics up until then from the beginning of the year look healthy with 22,000 page views (17,100
unique) and with DalesRail featuring heavily in the top 10 pages visited.
Two things have freed me from my dining room desk and these are a regular visits to the bunker at
Accrington to check all is well and to retrieve mail delivered to the booking office and also a number of
station visits (after lock down easement) to check poster panels and also to install some ‘Thank You NHS’
posters and Dibond panels that have been designed by Karen Allerton and pupils from Ribblesdale High
School.

Social media has been one of the mainstays of lock down and working with Katie and Karen from the CRL
team I have been helping promote #CreativeAtHome a project to create activities that people can do
whilst under Covid-19 restrictions and these can be seen at:
https://www.communityraillancashire.co.uk/creative-at-home/.
CRL has also helped with various national weeks including Mental Health Awareness Week, Growing For
Wellbeing Week, National Carers Week and a number of individual special days such Autistic Pride Day.
Latterly special attention has been paid to helping promote the Education Network’s anti-trespassing
competition ‘Trackback’, which is aimed at 11 – 18 year olds and is designed to reduce the amount of
trespass on the railway.
@CRL_live statistics since January look like this: 294 Tweets, 334.1k impressions and 125 new followers
bring total followers to 836.
General administration work has included filing the Confirmation Statement for Community Rail
Lancashire Ltd, checking and cross checking the accounts before submission to Haworths and payments
to keep website domain names live.
A project to install a number of new branded poster board structures across the area has meant me
writing two applications to the Community Rail Network’s Small Grant Fund (England) that were both
successful to the tune of £1084.50 for Let’s Connect Ramsgreave & Wilpshire and £935.00 for a structure
with 2 community notice boards at Croston.

The two latest pieces of work have been firstly working with new starter Caroline to generate history
posters for stations that so far have missed out. This has taken a slightly different direction and we have
asked local station partnerships to get involved in helping find suitable images and details of the history of
the station.
The second piece of work has been with Richard to create a ‘Virtual DalesRail’ page on the CRL website
to try and keep the interest in DalesRail going during this, unfortunately, fully cancelled season. To support
this we have a taster video created by Nodrog (Gordon Head) which can be seen here
https://youtu.be/YxB6Y8ipp64 and a Doodly created by Katie which can be seen here https://youtu.be/Ci_caTba3c. The project, which has been heavily promoted through the website and on social media asks
regular DalesRailers to submit their stories, tales and anecdotes from previous seasons or even just a
write up about their favourite walk. The ‘Virtual DalesRail’ can be seen on this link
https://www.communityraillancashire.co.uk/tales-from-dalesrail/.

The new Connecting East Lancashire panels at Brierfield in a very distinctive colour! The panel will shortly be relocated.

Caroline Holden (Community Rail Development Officer)
It has been a privilege to join the team on 1st April 2020. Richard Watts has supported me as I have joined
the team in unusual circumstances, I have been integrated into the team and even if not meeting people
face to face this has not prevented me from being introduced to a wide number of partners, colleagues
and volunteers.
1.

STATION FRIENDS AND ADOPTION GROUPS
- Introduced myself to all station groups via email or letter. As a result have had some
conversations as well with a number of groups.
- From a discussion with Tony Ford, I decided to produce a Station History template to
invite identified stations to research content and photographs for the development of a
Station History Posters. This has facilitated me speaking to more groups I am pleased to
say.
- From a conversation with my colleague, Katie Musgrove (KM), the production of a Station
History Doodly was created by KM and a virtual history poster Doodly example. More to
be produced with interested station friends groups.

2.

PROGRESS OF CONNECTING EAST LANCASHIRE (CEL) PROJECTS
-

Meetings with CEL and CRL team periodically to progress the various elements - ongoing;
Arranging explanatory display boards for arts projects on Accrington, Brierfield and
Ramsgreave and Wilpshire with CEL and CRL colleagues;
Huckleberry Films: Liaising with the film company - ongoing;
Working with partners and CRL team to produce Explanatory Display Boards of CEL
projects at Accrington, Brierfield and Ramsgreave and Wilpshire (R&W) stations –
ongoing;
Working with CEL and Ramsgreave and Wilpshire artist, Karen Allerton to sign off the
artwork in readiness for installation prior to the celebration (whenever that may be); and
Contributed to the Brierfield project PHD by Frances Guy from Northumbria University.

3.

INTEGRATED TRANSPORT
- Supporting links to active travel around Brierfield railway station – ongoing.
- Contributed comments to the CRN Integrated Transport response.

4.

KIRKHAM AND WESHAM
- Research and liaison with SFL and CRL team to produce the recently completely Kirkham
and Wesham Project Outline – out to partners for review.

5.

NHS & KEY WORKER THANK YOU POSTER
- Facilitated Karen Allerton’s idea of this poster – now produced through CRL.

(H)END PIECE!

To find out what is taking place here and where it is you will need to visit
‘Tales from DalesRail’ or visit http://duftonvillage.info/dufton-village/ to watch the exciting video

