The Virtual DalesRail - guided walks from the Bentham Line 1963

The first Lancashire DalesRail ran in 1976 as a charter service and coupled up with
an equivalent service from Leeds. In 1978 Clitheroe station was reopened for
DalesRail for a mere £2,000. As is well known to all DalesRailers the service has
always been strongly linked to encouraging people to get out into the countryside from
Lancashire and to take part in a guided walk. Yet the idea of using rail for guided walks
iS not new.

Take a look at the handbill sent in by Craig Ward dating from September 1963. This
shows an ambitious programme of guided walks starting from Giggleswick, Clapham
and Ingleton stations. Yes that's right Ingleton just before it closed in 1964. Just like
today's DalesRail it must have been a long day out especially for those coming from
Manchester and for rail enthusiasts it travelled over the now closed Colne to Skipton
line.




See below a link to a superb animation created by Katie from CRL called Tales From
DalesRail

Tales From DalesRail — a virtual DalesRail project



https://youtu.be/Ci_-caTba3c

