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COMMUNITY RAIL LANCASHIRE LTD

MEDIA RELEASE

Immediate

Community Rail Lancashire welcomes the DfT's new Community Rail Development Strategy

Community Rail Lancashire Ltd (CRL) and the four CRPs it represents (1) welcomes the publication today by the Department for Transport (DfT) of its new Community Rail Development Strategy. Called 'Connecting Communities with the Railways: The Community Rail Development Strategy' the new strategy sets out an exciting agenda for community rail covering four key areas:
· Providing a choice for the community;

· Promoting sustainable and healthy transport;

· Bringing communities together and support diversity and inclusion, and

· Supporting economic and social development.

CRL and the four Lancashire CRPs have a sustained track record of working with the community especially through its programmes such as 'Educating the Passengers of the Future' school engagement programme, the Railway Confidence Programmes and its work with volunteers and station partnerships. The new Community Rail Development Strategy will help us to develop and expand these projects.
For Community Rail Lancashire Richard Watts, Chair, commented:

The new Community Rail Development Strategy builds on the best practice that has been taking place in Lancashire and across the country since the original CRDS was launched in 2004. It recognises the important community engagement work that CRPs carry out and gives encouragement for this to expand into new areas especially through the diversity and inclusion objective. CRL welcomes the challenges and will continue to develop its award winning programmes.

Commenting for the South Fylde CRP Councillor Tony Ford, Chair said:

I welcome the launch of the new Community Rail Development Strategy. Friends Groups and Station Adopters along the South Fylde Line have worked hard to make our stations more welcoming, more attractive and more accessible. 
This new strategy creates a useful structure to provide a voice for communities, promote sustainable transport and encourage social and economic development along increasingly busy rail corridors.
The Community Rail Partnership along the South Fylde Line has been the driving force behind many improvements at stations between Blackpool South and Preston and will continue to press for better connectivity and more frequent services for rail travellers along the Fylde coast.
For the East Lancashire and Clitheroe line CRPs Marjorie Birch, who chairs both CRPs had this to say about the new strategy:

The recently launched Community Rail Development Strategy looks to develop an ongoing dialogue with local people, businesses, organisations and councils in delivering rail services to serve local needs. The East Lancashire and Clitheroe Line Community Rail Partnerships have this wide representation within their membership and have over recent years been involved in many station projects and service developments. Through the school engagement programme projects have been delivered at Cherry Tree, Rose Grove and Burnley Central; through CRL's apprentice programme projects have been delivered this year at Blackburn and Burnley Manchester Road stations and the CRP's assist with the marketing of the Todmorden Curve service and DalesRail.

The strategy also looks at targeting the passengers of the future and Community Rail Lancashire will continue to work with local schools and voluntary organisations in educating young people about rail safety and choosing rail travel as the preferred option. 
Volunteering is an area for development and opportunities are provided through the many Friends of Station groups on the two lines. Ways need to be found to assist people who have difficulties in accessing rail services either through lack of confidence or disability by making stations more accessible or through CRL's Rail Confidence Programmes.

The two CRPs look forward to working on strategies to provide a local service, and station facilities which meet the needs of local commuters, students and leisure users.
Marion Atkinson, Chair of the West of Lancashire Community Rail Partnership, said: 

"As Chair of West Lancashire CRP I am delighted to be part of this exciting future for Community Rail. The new CRDS gives clear direction and supports our values for an innovative and inclusive environment for anyone who wants to get involved in community rail.”

The new strategy places a strong emphasis on diversity and inclusion and Daisy Chapman-Chamberlain, who leads CRL's Railway Confidence Programmes, commented that: 

The strong focus on inclusion demonstrated in the new Community Rail Development Strategy, especially through education, is extremely encouraging for Community Rail Lancashire's (CRL's) ongoing work with young people with additional needs and disabilities. 

This commitment to supporting and enabling initiatives such as CRL's Railway Confidence Programme and Railway Confidence Employment Experience, which help young people with additional needs and disabilities to confidently use rail as well as engaging them in possible employment opportunities within the rail industry, will enable community rail partnerships and groups to more effectively deliver these vitally inclusive projects. We look forward to working with the Department for Transport and other partners in delivering these inclusive projects.” 
Brian Haworth, Community Rail Development Officer had this to say about the volunteers and station partnerships who devote many hours to looking after stations across Lancashire:
Community Rail Lancashire works with many station partnerships all of which work in different ways with different ideas. The new Community Rail Development Strategy will help to focus the thoughts of all these different groups and help to strengthen links and generate more interest in the wider community. The strategy is clear in its message and Community Rail Lancashire welcomes and looks forward to working and promoting the strategy with the many station partnerships it works with and to working with or initiating new ones as opportunities arise.

Notes

1.
The four Community Rail Partnerships (CRP's) covered by Community Rail Lancashire (CRL) are:
· The East Lancashire CRP covering the Preston to Colne/Burnley Manchester Rd lines.

· The Clitheroe Line CRP covering the Clitheroe to Manchester Victoria line.

· The West of Lancashire CRP covering the Preston to Ormskirk, (Manchester) Wigan Wallgate to Southport and Wigan Wallgate to Kirkby lines.

· The South Fylde Line CRP covering the Preston to Blackpool South via St Anne's line.

2.
Higher resolution copies of the attached pictures are available.
For further information contact:

Richard Watts, Chair, Community Rail Lancashire Ltd

M: 07775030033
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Students on CRL's Railway Confidence Programme (RCP) learn about rail travel
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Pupils from Rufford Primary School gardening at Rufford railway station
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Cllr Tony Ford, Mayor of St Annes, helping out at

St Annes station. Tony is also a Friend of St Annes Station.
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Northern apprentices delivered projects this year at Blackburn and 

Burnley Manchester Rd in partnership with CRL and the 

East Lancashire and Clitheroe Line CRPs. 
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Northern apprentices working with a Burnley school designing artwork now on display at Burnley Manchester Rd station
