Chairman's Report
Since last year’s report the South Fylde Line has gone through several ups and downs and currently is
suffering some significant service and performance issues. Whilst these are really nothing to do with
Community Rail, they have and continue to have a negative impact on passengers, existing and future
rail users which I think will take some considerable time to overcome.
Friends Groups at all the stations have continued in their endeavours and much work has been
undertaken along the line culminating in awards for stations and considerable acknowledgement by
the general public as to the good work that volunteers do to enhance the travelling experiences of the
passengers and station users. I would like to personally thank all the Friends Groups for their continuing
support for the line. Their efforts really do make a difference.
Quite good performance figures in the summer and autumn gave way to the line’s closure in November
for large-scale engineering work and on completion in January the route was well served with various
rolling stock, good train performance and the Friends Groups made a start on their plans for their
respective stations.
Improvement work at various stations, including a completely new look Kirkham & Wesham station
soon to be providing lift access to all platforms, new passenger shelters and so on have shown the line
isn’t being deprived of investment though we continue to have aspirations for a more regular service
and we continue to press for large scale investment. Thanks must go to David Simper for continuing to
pursue the South Fylde Line capacity increase project.
Over 320 primary-aged pupils from three primary schools have used
the line for rail-related activities organised by Community Rail
Lancashire. Some travelled to Accrington to visit the Eco centre whilst
other enjoyed visits to Preston station.
Blackpool Back on Track project has seen 85 primary school pupils
from Thames Academy undertake a project at Blackpool South
station. The children designed a bright and vibrant poster to be
displayed at the station and along the line. The posters depict local
attractions and help direct passengers and tourists to their locations.
The blue plaque to mark Sir Nigel Gresley’s link with St. Anne’s (he
married a St Anne’s girl at the Parish Church) is now included in the
Town Council’s soon to be published Blue Plaque Trail.
Planning permission has been granted for two blocks of flats to be
built on the derelict platform opposite St. Anne’s Station. The Friends
Group are hoping that the proposed ‘acoustic boundary’ can be
suitable embellished with railway-based images and /or cut outs to
break up what is likely to be an uninspiring close boarded wooden fence. There is an opportunity here
for the involvement of local schools but any artwork would need to be installed as the fence is erected
due to access issues and a live railway line running only a few feet away.
At Squire’s Gate Station the half-barrel containers are life expired and the Friends Group have plans to
replace these with more durable wooden planters and add copies of the colourful signs to the railings
to brighten up the station for the summer.

Disappointingly our bid for an ACoRP Award in respect of the Heyhouses Art & Wildlife project didn’t
make it through to the shortlist last year but the project is being submitted again now that the work is
complete and being extended to include Squires Gate.
St. Anne’s Town Council continue to contribute to the partnership and have proved grants to enhance
the area outside St Anne’s Station. Both the town’s County Councillors also made grants available for
specific projects. Disappointingly Fylde Borough Council with 7 stations within in its boundary have
declined to do so.
The Friends Group at Lytham have revamped the beach hut which houses their gardening items and is
used as an advertising hub for forthcoming events. They have installed a watering tap to better facilitate
access to watering, purchased new self-watering troughs for the platform, researched and collected
quotes and ideas for artwork on the station and engaged in with the Arts officer on possible funding
streams. Additionally, they have recruited more local volunteers and raised public awareness of their
activities.
Friends of Ansdell & Fairhaven haven’t rested on their laurels. Having
collected the Best Station Award from North West In Bloom, they are
continuing to develop the large area of land they have available for
environmental projects with plans well-advanced for a wild flower meadow
and a maze meadow this year, along with bug hotels & bird boxes. They are
having golf bags and figures at the station, to reflect the Ricoh Women’s Golf
Championship this year.
Planted up golf bags provided by St. Anne’s In Bloom will also be lining the
route from St Anne’s station to the golf course entrance.
Last year the CRP launched its latest Railway Walk based on Lytham’s Town
Trail and the inaugural guided walk (in appalling weather unfortunately) was
graced with the attendance of Fylde’s Mayor & Mayoress Cllr John Singleton
and his wife.
We are being well supported by ‘Northern’ and grants have been readily provided for several projects
along the line.
Going forward, the CRP, working with various partners will need to consider :
•
•
•
•

how it can help resurrect passenger confidence and encourage
passengers back to using the line.
Recruiting more volunteers at some of the stations especially Kirkham
& Wesham
Developing some innovative ways to engage with existing and future
users of all ages.
Supporting level access improvements at Squires gate station.
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