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In this issue we are pleased to report that the Leeds-Lancaster-Morecambe CRP, 
in which LASRUG plays an important role, has again been breaking new 
ground, with an integrated transport initiative featuring the Forest of Bowland 
AONB and a new scheme to assist those living with dementia, their carers and 
supporters with rail travel. 
We also look back to a short-lived station once on our line and see a present 
station through an old photograph. Bell Busk pops up again, and we consider 
some new technology coming our way.

16th December 2016, Class 68 № 023 heads west through Bentham with a Northern Belle rail 
tour.                                                                                                                             © Trevor Illston
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In addition to the journeys to and from Lancaster station and Bentham the Explorer 
service will operate three return services through the AONB with two of them going 
through to Clitheroe and the third to Gisburn Forest Centre.   
The Forest of Bowland AONB is planning a series of walks and country activities to 
complement the Bowland Explorer service at various points along the route during the 
summer. Numerous self-guided walks are available throughout the AONB along with 
the CRP’s award-winning Rail to Trail programme between and from the Bowland 
Gateway stations at Wennington, Bentham, Clapham and Giggleswick. Whether it be a 
fell or forest walk, a gentle stroll, a mountain bike ride, Sunday lunch in a country pub 
or afternoon tea by the river, here is a new range of leisure opportunities.  
The new service has been made possible as a result of a successful bid for £4,500 to 
Northern’s, (Arriva Rail North Ltd.), Seed-Corn Fund by the LMCRP along with 
funding and in-kind support from the participating organisations. 
The Bowland Explorer will enable both local residents and visitors to enjoy an area of 
outstanding natural beauty and a national park, whilst at the same time linking villages 
and hamlets with the public transport network, in some cases for the first time in 
decades. 
This is also an opportunity to open up the Forest of Bowland AONB to a far wider 
audience from right across the North, including those from the major conurbations of 
West Yorkshire and Greater Manchester, and to encourage visitors to make use of a 
‘greener’ travelling option to explore this wonderful area straddling the Yorkshire-
Lancashire border. 
Full details about the service,  timetable, fares and activities will be available from mid-
April both in print, at stations and tourist information centres, and on the partners’ 
websites. Details can be obtained free by post from: LMCRP, Bentham Station Building, 
Station Road, Bentham, Lancaster, LA2 7LF or by telephoning: 015242 98940. 

COFFEE MORNING THANKS 
LASRUG held their latest coffee morning on 25th of February in Bentham Town Hall. 
This was as busy, lively and enjoyable as most coffee mornings in Bentham. Particular 
thanks to Margaret Cowling, Kay Craven and Gareth Adams for their baking, Pam 
Warbrick for running the tombola and Michael Marshall for this first-class coffee, made 
with the milk he so generously provides. But thank you also to all who helped this event 
be a success and a profitable contribution to our funds. 
The Friends of Bentham Station would also like to thank those of you who came along 
to their coffee morning at Bentham Town Hall at the end of January to either assist, 
provide prizes and baking or chat over coffee. A splendid total of £340 was raised 
towards their activities, on behalf of the community, at the station. 
Both mornings proved to be very lively and cheerful social events and provided a ideal 
opportunities to share up-to-the minute information on the new Northern franchise, 
Bentham Line developments and details of the two groups’ successes at the 2016 
Community Rail Awards.

THE BOWLAND EXPLORER - Integrated Transport for the Bentham Line 
A new venture between the 
L e e d s - M o r e c a m b e 
Community Rail Partnership 
(LMCRP) the Dales and 
Bowland Community Interest 
Company (DBCIC) and the 
Forest of Bowland AONB has 
brought about a further 
innovation for the Bentham 
Line. The Bowland Explorer 
- an integrated minibus 
service - will connect with 
Bentham Line rail services 
from Leeds and Morecambe 
and at Bentham station, on 

Sundays from 7th May to 24th September  2017. At the 
other end of its route the Bowland Explorer will connect 
with Clitheroe Line rail services to and from Manchester, 
Bolton and Blackburn (connections for Preston). The 
service will also operate on Bank Holiday Mondays in 
late May and August. 
With the Explorer service starting early on Sunday 

mornings from Lancaster 
station, it can also act as a 
‘Rail-bus’ service between 
Lancaster and Bentham via 
Caton, Hornby, Wray and 
Wennington station, at a time 
when there is no scheduled 
train, before commencing its 
Bowland duties.  
The Bowland Explore r 
minibus service will also  
p r o v i d e a l i n k t o t h e 
Yorkshire Dales at Ingleton 
and Clapham.
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Left to right: David Alder, LMCRP Treasurer, Catherine Huddleston, 
Partnership Officer, Colin Speakman, DBCIC, Gerald Townson, 
LMCRP Chairman, and Paul Chattwood, DBCIC, before recent 
discussions at Bentham station.
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GIGGLESWICK STATION IN 1926 

The photograph was taken from the top of the down-line home signal post by Mr H 
Pearson, who was the youngest Station Master on the Midland Railway when he was 
appointed to Giggleswick in 1921. At that time the station was named ‘Giggleswick for 
Settle’. When it opened in 1849 the name was simply ‘Settle’, but in 1876 that title 
passed to the Midland Railway’s station on its new line to Carlisle. This left the Leeds-
Ingleton/Lancaster line at Settle Junction. The existing ‘Station Road’, which led from 
Settle town centre to the older station at Giggleswick, now served them both.  

The picture shows how much provision there was for both passengers and freight at a 
typical country station at that time. From left to right we see: 
The double-sided name board on the down platform, inscribed ‘Giggleswick for Settle’. 
The roof of the platform shelter can just be seen further along the platform. 
The tall chimney near the water tower was the exhaust for a small boiler and steam 
engine that pumped water up from the nearby beck to the tank. The beck ran close by 
the tower, then under the station area in a culvert. Besides supplying water for the 
cranes at either end of the station, the tank also provided domestic water, which was 
purified by means of a filter unit in the station house. To the left of the diagonally-
boarded fence can just be seen the top of the high wall that goes down to the road. 
There is a loading-dock at the far end, behind the up platform, where the other name-
board stands, and near to the van. Along the platform are the waiting rooms and the 
booking office. Next is a covered entrance to the platforms, with two heavy doors that 
led out to the station yard down a slope. The booking-office window was within this 
covered passage and opposite to the front door of the station house, the large building. 
There were two flower beds extending to the near end of the platform, where the water-
crane stands, next to the foot-crossing. 
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At the far end, beyond the van, rises smoke from a locomotive; its train of wagons can be 
seen to the right of the station house. This siding belonged to Spensley’s Limeworks (the 
name on the wagons). An aerial ropeway carried lime from the works at Giggleswick 
Scar, about a mile and a quarter away to the north, to a hopper at the sidings. We will 
feature the aerial ropeway in a future Newsletter. 
The pumping station had already gone, with the end of steam, and the remaining 
buildings were demolished in 1978. By then the stations on the line west of Skipton had 
all been de-staffed. A platform shelter was provided on the up platform. The platforms 
were rebuilt in the late 1990s. As reported in our last Newsletter, passengers had to wait 
until 2016 for a shelter on the down side. 
The photograph was among various items passed on to me by the late Derek Soames of 
Settle, a former signalman who worked for many years at Settle Junction box. 

John Bearpark 

TRANSPORT FOR THE NORTH 

A Transport for the North Stakeholder Workshop was held on 25 November 2016 in 
Manchester and I attended on behalf of LASRUG. 
The meeting was largely attended by representatives of environmental interest groups and 
the workshop concentrated upon the environmental issues arising from new transport 
improvements in the North, both road and rail. Issues discussed included air quality, 
carbon reduction, biodiversity, ecology, landscape protection and heritage issues. 
Economic performance and access to jobs and services was also discussed enabling me 
raise the need for new rail services to enable passengers to travel to and from work 
locations in an environmentally friendly manner - an issue on our line where many are 
obliged to travel by car due to poor train service timings. 
Hopefully, this will be remedied by the extra trains promised by Northern in the coming 
months. 

Richard Rollins

EVENTS 
Carnforth Station Heritage Centre 
Monthly railway film nights will take place on on Mondays, 10th April, 8th May and 12th 
June 2017 in the Furness and Midland Hall at 7.30 p.m. £4.00 inclusive of light 
refreshments. 
The programme can be viewed on the website:  www.carnforthstation.co.uk 
or telephone: 01524 735165 

The Stephenson Locomotive Society Meetings Programme 
Meetings are held on Thursdays at 7.30pm in the St. John Ambulance Centre, off Sandes 
Avenue, Kendal, LA9 4LL. Chairman, Alan Wilson. Telephone: 01539 725100. 

               6/04/17 - Railways Around Preston: David Michael Norris 
                               Part 2 of Michael’s coverage of the Preston area.
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DEMENTIA AND COMMUNITY RAIL 
The Leeds-Morecambe Community Rail Partnership (LMCRP) recently made an 
innovative bid to Northern’s (Arriva Rail North’s) Seed Corn Fund and has been 
successful in obtaining funds to develop the Bentham Line as a ‘centre of excellence’ in 
the understanding of how community rail can help those people living with dementia, 
their carers and their supporters to have a far better experience of rail travel as a means 
of tourism.   
This major project gives the LMCRP, Northern, Alzheimer’s UK and other interested 
parties along and beyond our route the opportunity to collectively develop an innovative 
rail travel and destination toolkit for groups to travel along the Bentham Line, with an 
emphasis on accommodating individuals with special needs. Group members will travel 
along the route and on to destinations from it which include the Yorkshire Dales National 
Park and the Forest of Bowland AONB. The eventual aim will be to transfer the 
initiative to other lines and train-operating companies across the North and around the 
UK. 
The employees of Northern, the local train operator, representatives from local tourism 
and rail groups and the many volunteers, all of whom support the activities on the 
Bentham Line, would receive training in the kind of support this group of passengers 
needs.  In a trial last year we arranged travel to the coast for a group, which proved 
incredibly powerful and helped those travelling to reconnect with their fond memories of 
earlier holidays, visits and rail journeys. 
Pete Myers, Client and Stakeholder Manager for Northern commented: “Northern is 
delighted to fully support this exciting initiative; the Bentham Line travels through some 
of our nation’s most beautiful scenery to the seaside resort of Morecambe which is 
experiencing something of a renascence currently.  If we can use these inbuilt advantages 
to benefit those living with dementia then that will really be something to celebrate.” 
Matt Clarke, Regional Fundraising Officer at Alzheimer's Research UK, said: “We are 
really encouraged at Alzheimer's Research UK to see this initiative to improve the lives 
of people with dementia. It can sometimes be difficult for people with dementia to get 
out and about, so it's really promising to see a project trying to help those affected. There 
are around 850,000 people living with dementia in the UK, so it's important we do 
everything we can to improve understanding of the condition and take away the stigma." 
Any group which would like further information or would like to be involved with this 
initiative should contact Catherine Huddleston, Community Rail Partnership Officer at 
Bentham Station Building, Station Road, Bentham, Lancaster, LA2 7LF, email: 
the.bentham.line@gmail.com or telephone: 07471 941038 / 015242 98940. 
With this initiative and the Bowland Explorer project it is clear that both the LMCRP and 
Northern have a genuine interest interest in the Bentham Line and the communities and 
individuals which it serves. They also reflect the increased emphasis on Community Rail 
and community involvement in this new franchise.  
We wish both of these projects every success and hope they will generate positive 
interest from lines, train-operating companies and community groups elsewhere in the 
UK.
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TICKETS PLEASE! 
When the Invitation to Tender for the new Northern franchise was issued, the Department 
for Transport also published revenue statistics, highlighting the vast amount of revenue 
being lost in unpaid fares. Bids for the franchise had to clearly indicate how this problem 
would be seriously addressed, through more opportunities to obtain tickets, better 
collection and improved examination of tickets sold, in a Revenue Protection Strategy. 

Ticket Barriers 
Northern has already installed new 
automatic ticket gates over the past few 
months at some of their busier stations 
including Salford Central (left), 
Manchester Oxford Road, Blackpool 
North and  Bradford Interchange. 
At the end of February a new gate line 
came into operation at Bradford Forster 
Square, and April will see the 
automatic gates introduced at a second 
station on the Bentham Line, Skipton. 

There is a wide gate in each line (see above) to assist passengers in wheelchairs, with 
prams or with large luggage. All gates will have the facility to read the new coded tickets. 

Portable Ticket Machines 
Northern’s latest ticket machines were 
introduced on our route at the end of 
January 2017. 
The latest much lighter and more 
compact machines are made up of, a 
hand-held selector and a smaller bank 
card reader with ‘tap’ facility, 
accompanied by a mini thermal printer. 
all contained in an over-the-shoulder 
pouch. 
Our own mobile phones and tablets are 
increasingly becoming our ‘tickets’ to 
travel as we purchase more and more 
journeys on-line or through apps. We 
have recently seen an increase in the 
number of electronic tickets being 
presented to Bentham Line conductors 
for both long-distance trips and shorter 
journeys along the line. 
Have you got Northern’s latest app on 
your mobile phone?
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Investing in Technology 

Top left to bottom right:  From Edmondson card tickets to 
early electronic ticket machines and multi-facility 
machines and on further to the latest hand-held machines, 
bank-card readers and printer.



The Post Office could use any passenger or 
parcel train to convey mail - ten thousand trains 
a day - and still had over 500 staff sorting mail 
on their TPOs conveyed on ‘controlled’ trains. 
The Royal Mail used other forms of transport - 
air and road - but as traffic volumes increased 
and as the periodically renewed contract was 
valuable to the railways, there was no serious 
wish by either party to end the relationship. The  
1970s and 1980s , however, saw: the 
reorganisation of PO parcel services, the impact 
of letter-sorting mechanisation, greater use of 
containers rather than mail bags, some damaging 
railway industrial disputes, the construction of 
more motorways, the introduction of new air-
transport hubs, the onset of new passenger 
rolling stock with less accommodation for letters 
and parcels, the beginning of the end for the 
s h a r e d - u s e 
n i g h t l y 

newspaper trains, the spectre of privatisation (for both 
partners), and a growing view that mail logistics could 
be simplified. The number of stations and trains used 
therefore reduced in number, weekend working ceased 
and the volume of mail carried by rail, especially over 
shorter distances, declined although the railways were 
still critical to Royal Mail’s performance. 
The mid 1990s saw the introduction of Railnet - a 
radical integrated mail transport system using a 
network of dedicated express mail trains serving all the 
major centres of population via new or adapted rail 
terminals, and linking into air and road services. The 
TPOs would continue and the Post Office and Rail 
Express Parcels (REPS) were confident that it would 
provide the most cost efficient solution and achieve a 
high quality of service. Part of the plan involved the 
construction of a fleet of 16 four-car Class 325 electric 
multiple unit sets which were to be owned by Royal 
Mail and the centralisation of all the problematic 
London mail transfers in a new Willesden terminal. 

 Continued overleaf.

THE CONVEYANCE OF MAIL BY RAIL 
In 2016, Royal Mail celebrated the 500th anniversary of the appointment of the first 
Master of the Posts and last year also marked the 80th anniversary of Grierson’s famous 
documentary film “Night Mail’, a product of the acclaimed GPO Film Unit. So it is 
perhaps appropriate to examine what was a vital connection between the railways and the 
conveyance of mail and what remains today. 
The Post Office, the department of state which ran the Royal Mail, had developed with 
mail coach operators a national network of transport routes using the turnpike roads 
which were built from the second half of the 18th century. The mail coaches had enabled 
the relatively speedy transport of letters at a time when the economy was growing rapidly. 
Nonetheless the Post Office was quick to see the advantages of railways in providing an 
even quicker and potentially more capacious transport mode. Within two months of the 
Liverpool and Manchester Railway opening in September 1830 a contract had been 
signed for the conveyance of mail by rail and this gradual process of transfer of mail 
conveyance to the new mode continued as the railways expanded - assisted by  an 1838 
Act which obliged railway companies to convey mail on ordinary or special services as 
required in return for reasonable remuneration. The introduction of the uniform Penny 
Post in 1840 saw a rapid increase in letter traffic so the period of Railway Mania in 
the1840s came at the right time for the Royal Mail and by the early1850s more mail was 
being carried by rail than by road using 62 different railway companies. 
Railway or Travelling Post Offices 
(TPOs), in which Post Office staff 
sorted mail en route, were introduced 
on major routes from 1838 onwards 
and it is one of these that features in 
‘Night Mail’, including a sequence 
on picking up and dropping off mail 
at speed. Many items of mail were, 
however, carried in the guard’s vans 
of ordinary passenger trains. There 
were separate contracts for letter post 
and parcel post, the latter being 
introduced in 1883. The fully 
developed mail-by-rail network was 
extremely complex and was backed 
up by an almost militarily precise 
system for the achievement of the best 
quality of service for the nation’s 
mail. As with the mail coaches that preceded them, London featured heavily as a transfer 
hub but there were many important regional rail transport centres - Crewe, Preston, 
Carlisle, Leeds, and York, for example. Many will remember seeing the red Post Office 
trolleys everywhere on stations of all sizes.  
There were many disputes about time keeping and payment over the years, and many 
changes in circulation arrangements, railway ownership and routes but the basic core 
system established in the nineteenth century remained in force until the 1970’s.
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The Travelling Post Office, preserved on the Nene Valley 
Railway at Peterborough, with its mail-bag catcher open.

Above: A Royal Mail pouch about to be collected. 
Right: Part of a route diagram for the West Coast Maine Line. 
The red boxes indicate the positions of the collecting and 
receiving apparatus north and south of Lancaster.
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NORTHERN STAKEHOLDER BRIEFING - EAST AREA 
Last month each of Northern’s four areas held a stakeholder briefing covering the work 
done in the first 10 months of the new franchise and details of what is yet to come. The 
East Area briefing took place in Leeds on 21st February and was led by Paul Barnfield, 
Area Director - East. 
The members of his team directly responsible for interaction with the Leeds-Morecambe 
Community Rail Partnership, local rail user groups and community station adoption 
groups are: John O’Grady - Stakeholder Manager, Richard Isaacs - Community and 
Sustainability Manager and Lindsay Marshall - Marketing Manager. All members of the 
team are based in Leeds and have a good knowledge of our line, its challenges and 
benefits and the positive moves by the LMCRP and its partners to develop the line . 
Firstly, Paul Barnfield highlighted the main tasks undertaken in the initial 10 months of 
the franchise, including: 
- Reorganising the business into its 4 regions - West, Central, East and North East, 
- Prioritising customer service on stations and trains, improving punctuality and 

decreasing cancellations, 
- Listening carefully to and acting on comments from passengers and stakeholders, 
- Investing in a wide range of technology including new portable ticket machines, 

ticket gates, apps for electronic tablets and mobile phones, 
- Collaborative working with Network Rail and building a great place to work under 

the ‘Proud to be Northern’ banner, 
- The introduction of new tickets including off-peak day returns and advance tickets on 

more routes, 
- The beginning of the transformation of the rolling stock and of station improvements, 
- Planning for substantial timetable improvements in December 2017 and May 2018. 
Looking to the future, all members of Northern’s East Team contributed developments 
related to each of their roles. The main ones covered were: 
- Station investments - over 650 station items in the East Area alone with over 70 for 

the Bentham Line, (See item on page 13.) 
- New options for tickets and ticket purchases with emphasis on growth in passengers 

and revenue., (See item on page 7.) 
- Rolling stock improvements - new and fully refurbished trains and the withdrawal of 

Class 142 ‘Pacers’, (The withdrawal will take place gradually in 2018/19.) 
- Improved service quality regime for stations and trains, 
- Staff development and new posts. There are currently 107 drivers and 37 conductors 

in training and more will be needed. (There are 700 applicants for each driver 
vacancy. )  

As a result of working with the new Customer Panels in each of the four areas, three 
customer service promises have been drawn up by Northern as follows: 
- ‘We will listen to you and do what we say we will do’. 
- ‘We will be warm and friendly every time we see you’. 
- ‘We will share information to make your journey easier’. 
You may care to give thought to these promises and share with LASRUG and Northern 
some ways in which you think the train-operating company can fulfil them.

11

There were some teething problems but EWS, the train operating company which had 
taken over REPS, expressed its commitment to the new arrangements and ordered new 
class 67 diesel locomotives for the mail trains. The privatised Railtrack’s woes around 
2000 in respect of poor track maintenance, the problems foreseen with the need to 
modify or replace the TPO stock to meet health and safety requirements, Royal Mail’s 
own financial problems and the advent of new senior PO management which had no 
commitment to rail-based solutions led to an attempt to renegotiate the contract. The 
TPO’s would be withdrawn and Railnet would concentrate on second-class and parcels 
traffic. 
EWS put forward several 
a l te rna t ive potent ia l 
solutions but, after two 
years of abortive talks, 
Royal Mail unilaterally 
terminated the contract 
completely and in early 
January 2004 all TPOs 
and most other services 
ceased, followed weeks 
later by any remaining 
workings. All terminals 
w e r e e i t h e r c l o s e d , 
mothballed or turned over 
entirely to road operation 
leaving the railways with 
a fleet of redundant mail 
carriages, and a fleet of 
new locomotives and 
leaving the class 325 
units facing an uncertain future. This marked not only the end of an era but was also a 
serious blow to supporters of rail-based and integrated transport solutions.             
In December 2004, limited mail train services resumed on the West Coast Main Line 
with another operator, GB Railfreight, and a new contract was eventually signed. These 
services were largely operated by the Royal-Mail-liveried Class 325 units between 
London (Willesden) and Glasgow (Shieldmuir) and called only at Warrington. Extra 
loco-hauled trains would run at Christmas as required. In 2010, DB Cargo took over the 
contract and now also run services from Willesden to Newcastle (Low Fell) on the East 
Coast Main Line. The operator also maintains the electric units. The non-electrified 
routes to East Anglia, the SW, Bristol & South Wales, and Kent together with the Cross-
Country routes have never resumed. Mail by rail may be a skeleton of its former self but 
one can still see the small handful of WCML mail trains each weekday speeding through 
Carnforth and Lancaster railway stations. And, with a nod to the past and the days of the 
Up-and-Down Special TPOs and the Whitehaven-Huddersfield TPOs, on the closed up 
main-line platform at Carnforth, the former direct entrance to the Royal Mail sorting 
office is also clearly visible at the north end, whilst, in West Coast Railway’s sidings, 
languish a number of redundant REPS and TPO carriages. 

David Alder
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Royal mail liveried Class 325 №014 at Warrington Bank Quay station 
with a southbound service to Willesden.



MR. SALT’S EXCURSION 
Last month the Craven Herald published 
an interesting story by Clive White 
about a memorable early use of the 
Leeds/Bradford - Lancaster/Morecambe 
line before that line was actually 
working from end to end.  The event 
took place on 24th August 1849 - viz. the 
year before the last rails were laid 
between Bentham and Clapham - and 
the principal figure in the story was that 
great progressive mill owner Titus Salt. 
(He was not yet ‘Sir’, not until 1869.) 
The story is well known: how Salt’s 
belief in the enlightened treatment of his 
workers  led to his creation of a model 
mill village,  in which his workers could 
live healthy, decent and cultured lives 
catered for from cradle to grave, which 
was named Saltaire after him. (There 
was no doubt also a degree of self- 
interest, since happy workers were likely to be more productive.) 
These events predate the foundation of Saltaire and relate to the Leeds and Bradford 
Railway, which built the eastern end of the line. Ever one to favour new technology that 
would be of general benefit to communities, Salt, in an early example of his philanthropy, 
organised a works outing for his workers on the (then) new railway, taking them from the 
grime of Bradford to the peace and healthy clean air of Craven - to Bell Busk and Malham, 
in fact. 
2,000 mill workers were packed into 41 carriages hauled by two locomotives. Salt and his 
party of family and friends occupied a first-class carriage. They were all given a great 
send-off by cheering crowds and four brass bands - it was, after all, at that time a unique 
event. 
After a brief stop at Skipton, the party travelled on to Bell Busk. The more energetic set 
off for Malham on foot. Not everyone was either willing or able, and a rainstorm 
dampened the enthusiasm of some. According to the reporter of the Bradford Observer 
about 300 people reached Gordale Scar and they were ‘struck with the solemn grandeur 
and sublimity of the spot’.  Some climbed the cliff, others sat on the grass, but the 
Observer was impressed by so many happy people, and the happiest person of all was 
Titus Salt, ‘that noble-hearted gentleman’. 
Another sudden rainstorm drove some indoors to the Roebuck Inn at Malham – no doubt 
for some kind of non-alcoholic refreshment as Mr Salt would not have approved of 
drinking anything strong. (There were no public houses in the original Saltaire.) 
Nevertheless the first works outing on the railway was deemed a great success by the 
press.
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An early view of Bell Busk station, looking east.

Did that day’s railway excursion contribute to Salt’s thinking that this place between 
Shipley and Bingley might be the ideal place for his experiment in enlightened 
capitalism? Perhaps. For, within two years, he had begun building his great mill next to 
the river, the canal and, most importantly, the railway.  

John Bearpark 

IMPROVEMENTS TO BENTHAM LINE STATIONS 
Over the next five years Northern will be investing a considerable sum in station 
improvements across their network and the Bentham Line, particularly at the smaller 
rural stations, will see benefit from this investment. 
All the stations will see the introduction of LED lighting, ticket vending machines and 
customer information screens with ‘real-time’ train-running information, and induction 
loops to aid those with hearing problems. (Some of the facilities may be combined into 
one machine.) Many of our stations will see new and additional seating, customer help 
points, new shelters and the introduction of closed-circuit television monitoring systems. 
There is a ‘Harrington (train-accessibility) hump’ included for one station. 
Whilst we are one of the oldest railway lines in the country, dating from the 1840s, it is 
important that we embrace the new technology and facilities available on our mobile 
phones and tablets, on our stations and trains, but recognising that there will still be 
genuine rail staff there to help us all with our journeys. As stations facilities are 
enhanced, rolling stock improved, extra train services introduced together with an 
increased responsibility on all of us to make ‘greener’ travel choices, we will all need to 
play a part in the future development of the Bentham Line in order to achieve the best 
service for all our communities between Heysham and Leeds.



All seemed to go 
well with the station 
until the dark clouds 
o f t h e B e e c h i n g 
storm gathered and 
the Lune-valley line 
to Morecambe from 
We n n i n g t o n w a s 
a x e d . T h u s t h e 
station was closed on 
3rd January, 1966, 
less than nine years 
after opening. Any 
local success it may 
have had was lost in 
the Beeching railway 
holocaust.  
Following closure the station was demolished and sold off, a number of its buildings being 
bought by Morecambe Cricket Club to be used at its clubhouse, where some sections 
remain as part of the fabric to this day. 

The former track bed is 
now the footpath and 
cycle way (left) that will 
take you from Morrisons 
near Morecambe station 
to Lancaster and down 
the Lune valley to the 
sites of  those other lost 
stations of Halton and 
Caton, or, alternatively, 
along that other lost line 
down to Glasson Dock. 

JSW
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LASRUG Coffee Mornings 
10am to 11.30am

Gargrave Village Hall
Saturday, 17th June 2017

Bentham Town Hall
Saturday, 12th August 2017

STATIONS WE HAVE LOST No.6  -  SCALE HALL 
Scale Hall must have been one of the shortest-lived on the railway system, apart from 
some which were only intended to be temporary from the outset such as Wray and Low 
Bentham. No trace of it now remains at the site. 
It was situated on the stretch of the old Midland line that ran from Lancaster Green Ayre 
alongside the River Lune under the west-coast main line and into Morecambe Promenade 
station, the line, in 
fact, that carried 
Leeds-Morecambe 
services along the 
old Lune- valley 
route and local 
L a n c a s t e r -
M o r e c a m b e 
services run by the 
stalwart pioneer  
electric trains. The 
station stood about 
¼ mile west of 
Ca r l i s l e Br idge 
ad jacen t to the 
Lancaster suburb of 
Scale Hall, from 
which it was hoped, 
when it was built in 
those optimistic days of 1956-7, the clientele to justify its construction would come. 
There was considerable interest locally in the venture, and between 1,000 and 1,500 
passengers are estimated to have used it on the first day, 8th June 1957. The Leeds- 
Morecambe services, still hauled by old faithful Midland compounds and Holbeck 
Jubilees, did not stop at Scale Hall, which was served entirely by the Heysham Port-

M o r e c a m b e - L a n c a s t e r 
G r e e n Ay r e - L a n c a s t e r 
C a s t l e e l e c t r i c u n i t s , 
enabling connections to 
Leeds and West Coast Main 
Line trains. 
The station buildings were 
in the new post-Festival of 
Britain minimalist style - 
like those at Bentham - with 
function as the guiding 
criterion: only what was 
deemed necessary for those 
making the short journey to 
e i t h e r L a n c a s t e r o r 
Morecambe.
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Scale Hall, looking east towards Carlisle Bridge, shortly before opening 
on 8th June 1957.                 Photographs courtesy Alan & Ian Pearsall.

EMU № 29023 pauses at Scale Hall with the 12.40pm Morecambe to Lancaster 
Castle via Lancaster Green Ayre on 23rd September 1964.



NORMAL SERVICE TO RESUME ON THE SETTLE AND CARLISLE  
What a fine way to herald the return of normal services to the S&C on 31st March: 
Northern’s timetabling of four regular steam-hauled runs for three days in February. And 
hauled by the locomotive that typifies rebirth and renewal, the A1 class ‘Tornado’, the 
only steam locomotive built since the end of steam in 1968. 
After 15 months of the line’s closure north of Armathwaite occasioned by the landslip at 
Eden Brows, the work will have been completed by Network Rail and the line will be re-
opened to normal traffic from 31st March. That day a steam special will be hauled by 
‘Flying Scotsman’ from Oxenhope, on the Worth Valley Railway, to Carlisle. 
It has been a difficult time for our friends on the S & C, and we at LASRUG wish them 
well and hope they enjoy a busy and successful summer following the re-opening. 
LET YOUR VOICE  BE HEARD 
As members will see from the article on p.11, the new franchisee, Northern, is strongly 
committed to the customer service aspect of its operation.  The first of its customer 
service promises asserts: ‘We will listen to you’. Those of us at LASRUG and at the CRP 
who have met Northern’s representatives in recent months can confirm that they mean 
what they say. 
We would, therefore, urge you, our members, to approach Northern with your comments, 
your complaints and your compliments to help them to create the kind of rail service on 
the line you wish to see. It would help us if you let us hear what you have to say, too.  
Anything sent to the Bentham Station address on pages 3 and 6 will reach us and can be 
passed on to Northern too.
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‘Tornado’ heading north near Langcliffe on 15th February 2017 with one of special steam services between 
Skipton and Appleby organised by Northern.                                                                            © Mike Pridmore


