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Front Cover:

BR Standard 4MT 2-6-0 No: 76084

Standard 4 76084 was one of the last new build steam locomotives to be built at

Horwich Works and was out shopped on 28th March 1957.

The loco was initially assigned to Lower Darwen Shed (24D) but moved to Lancaster

Green Ayre (24J) and Skipton (24G) before returning to Lower Darwen in March 1959.

76084 was finally withdrawn from service on 2nd December 1967 and ended up in the

Woodham Brothers scrapyard at Barry, South Wales.

Rescued from an ignominious end for £7,500 76084 was eventually returned to steam

in May 2013.

Our front cover photograph, taken by Craig Richardson, shows 76084 at Daisyfield

on a Carnforth to Carnforth mainline test run on 20th September 2016.

G. Dudley

EWS - liveried class 66, 66110, drifts through Preston Station

en-route to Horrocksford

with a train of cement empties on 22 July 2016.
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From the Chair

The news regarding performance on the line is not good with cancellations

over the last few months being in double figures, with our latest September

figures showing 17 cancellations. The knock on effect of having an unreliable

service is a fall in passenger numbers, which can be evidenced by the large

number of parking spaces, in a morning, on the car park at Clitheroe. Disruption

to our services for essential work on Farnworth Tunnel and the doubling of the

line at Darwen seem to have resulted in some passengers using other forms of

transport. As recent figures show the only increase of passenger usage of our

stations has been at Darwen:

Station Usage Figures

2013/14 2014/15

Darwen + 3.12% + 2.35%

Blackburn - 3.73% - 5.12%

Ramsgreave & Wilpshire + 3.39% - 1.55%

Langho - 3.27% - 4.21%

Whalley - 6.77% - 6.87%

Clitheroe - 9.21% -10.00%

Hopefully the situation should improve once the electrification to Bolton is

completed and the long awaited introduction of new units takes place! In the

meantime what can we do to attract new passengers to our service? Perhaps

we ought to be looking to tap into the Manchester area and promote Clitheroe

and the Ribble Valley as a destination. With people enjoying more leisure time

getting them out of the cities, by rail, to enjoy the scenery, restaurants and

leisure activities within the Ribble Valley could be an attractive option.We could

look to work with the Clitheroe Line Community Rail Partnership and the local

Tourist Information Service to put together a marketing plan for the summer

of 2017.

Marjorie Birch
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Major Infrastructure Work

Network Rail is investing £1.6 million to carry out major strengthening and drainage work
to Whalley Viaduct, the iconic structure that forms an integral part of the Clitheroe to
Manchester route in the heart of the Ribble Valley.

In total, 2,800 steel brackets, along with 16,800 anchors and fixings, will be used to carry out
long-term strengthening work to the sides of the viaduct.

They will also be installing 1.4km of handrails to create safer working conditions for the
workforce as part of their on-going maintenance work to keep East Lancashire’s railways up
and running.

Additionally at ground level, 400m of drainage and 16 catch pits, including a flow control
chamber will be installed. If the river level rises, the flap valve within the chamber will shut,
causing the drainage system to act as a holding tank for the water collected from the track.
This new system will reduce the amount of water entering the river during periods of heavy
rainfall.

Whalley Viaduct is a listed structure and all works due to be carried out have been reviewed
and agreed by English Heritage.

Work commenced on 3rd October 2016 and will continue until 31st March 2017. All this
work will be completed without disruption to passenger and freight services, but this does
mean that the majority of work will take place at night and at weekends.

S. Clarke
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ACoRP Awards

Community Rail Lancashire were successful in ACoRP’s Annual National Community Rail
Awards held in Southport at the end of September.

Of the three shortlisted entries a first place was secured in the ‘Working with Young People’
category for the ‘Rose Grove Revived’ project and a third place in the ‘Working with Diverse
Groups’ category for the ‘All Together Now’ project at Pleasington.

Brian Haworth’s photograph ‘Class 142 Dining Car’ came second in the photography

competition, which was judged on the night by the Awards guests.

RVRNews Archive Online

A reminder that recent editions of RVRNews have been added to the newsletter pages on the
Community Rail Lancashire website. Editions from 101 to 113 have been uploaded to the
site and can be viewed by visiting the resources section on the website, or directly by using

the following address:

www.communityraillancashire.co.uk/rvr
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Guided Walks

The Clitheroe Line and East Lancashire CRPs, in partnership with the Lancashire Rail
Ramblers, have a programme of guided walks that start and finish at stations along the
community rail lines in East Lancashire.

The walks vary from easy 5 or 6 mile introductory walks to more strenuous walks up to
about 10 or 11 miles in length. All the walks are led by experienced walk leaders and
apart from your rail ticket are free to join.

There is a shorter programme of walks linked to the Ribble Valley Rambler service that
operates on winter Sundays between Blackpool and Hellifield. Some of these walks start
at stations on the Settle Carlisle line and will involve a change of train at Hellifield.

Details of all the walks can be found on the Community Rail Lancashire website at
www.communityraillancashire.co.uk/walks along with other walks on neighbouring CRP
lines such as the Bentham Line.

The Lancashire Rail Ramblers also have a programme of guided walks further afield and
the programme can be downloaded from the CRL website (details above) or from the
Ramblers website at

http://railramblers.wordpress.com

There is also a series of self-guided walks around Clitheroe and Burnley that can be
downloaded from the Visit Lancashire website. A number of local rambler groups also
offer guided walks in the East Lancashire area, and these cover anything from short

walking for health walks through to longer walks for the more experienced rambler.

Blackburn to Hellifield – A New Pictorial Record

Ribble Valley Rail Member, John Matthews, is due to have a book published on 29th October
2016 by Middleton Press.

The book, part of Middleton's Northern Lines series, entitled 'Blackburn to Hellifield', is a
photographic record of the Ribble Valley Line with its stunning scenery, and beautiful rolling
landscapes, a constant companion as the railway follows the course of the River Ribble.

Extensive limestone resulted in much cement traffic, and dwindling passenger numbers meant
prolonged closure. Thus this album contains a wide range of fascinating photographs.

The hardback book, released on 29th October 2016, is priced at £18.95, and can be ordered
directly from the Middleton Press website:

https://www.middletonpress.co.uk/

A review by Brian Haworth will be appearing

in the next issue of RVRNews.
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Daisyfield Crossing

Network Rail are looking into the possible closure of Daisyfield Level crossing and to this end
have issued a consultation letter (extract below) to local residents and businesses.

There are over 6,300 level crossings on the British rail network, and approximately 1,500 are on public
vehicular roads and Network Rail is currently assessing the feasibility of closing a number of them given that
almost half of all rail related accidents occur at level crossings and the number of incidents of near misses and
misuse of level crossings is increasing steadily.

The existing Manually Controlled Gate crossing at Daisyfield has been identified for possible closure.

The incident level at Daisyfield Level Crossing is above average for its type and the condition of the signalling
equipment is the key driver for its renewal. The crossing at Daisyfield is used by approximately 54 trains per day.

Network Rail have identified three possible options:

• Construction of a footbridge across the railway. This would require minor alterations to the
local road layouts and close the through route to cars at the crossing. The bridge would
provide stepped access over the railway.

• Construction of a footbridge across the railway inclusive of ramps. This would require
minor alterations to the local road layouts and close the through route to cars at the crossing.
The bridge would provide both stepped and ramped access over the railway.

• Upgrade of the crossing to provide remote supervision, probably with CCTV cameras. It
would also require the provision of lighting and may need some alterations to the road layouts
in the vicinity.

B. Haworth

B. Haworth
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Community Rail

The Clitheroe Line Community Rail Partnership (CLCRP) has produced its plans for next 12
months long term aspirations for the next five years:

· Working with Community Rail Lancashire, CLCRP will be expanding the education

engagement project;

· In conjunction with the ELCRP they will continue the engagement with primary schools in

East Lancashire targeting at least five schools per term or 15 during 2016;

· Continue the development of the ‘Passport to Safe Rail Travel’;

· Complete the refurbishment of all stations between Blackburn and Clitheroe and in

partnership with Northern look at the priorities for further station developments;

· Work with Northern to develop proposals for Blackburn as a “hub” station;

· The CRP will also work with Northern on timetable and service improvements in particular

the future development of DalesRail and the Ribble Valley Rambler;

· Marketing activity will be focused on DalesRail, the Ribble Valley Rambler and the CRL

branded boards;

· In a five-year timeframe, CLCRP will work with Northern and TfGM on the introduction and

marketing of the enhanced Blackburn to

Manchester via Darwen service from December 2017;

· Look at the case for a service to Manchester Airport;

· Review the timetables for DalesRail and Ribble

Valley Rambler to create a better year round offer;

· Develop the potential of Blackburn as a community and connectional hub;

· Continue to promote all services to commuters and students and work with Northern

timetablers to maximise connectional opportunities for Blackburn;

· Look at opportunities to improve journey times between Clitheroe and Manchester; and

· Develop and work with Station Partnerships along the line and encourage the development

of new station partnerships.

As with all the Lancashire CRPs they will continue to review the structure of their

management group to make it as effective as possible and take an active role in CRL Ltd.

Work undertaken and planned by CRPs at stations and referenced in

station asset management plans:

As with the other CRL CRPs, they will be working with Northern to develop plans for all stations
along the line utilising the Station Improvement Fund combined with grants from third parties
such as the ACoRP/DfT DCRDF; this will in all probability give rise to work to be reported here

in future years

.



9

Northern Seat Testing

Northern, part of the Arriva group and the UK’s largest train operator outside London, has held
a number of customer roadshows with a difference.

Customers passing through various stations in late August and in September were greeted with
not one, not two but three different types of seat to relax in while they considered which design
they would like to see installed in Northern’s new fleet of trains.

Northern is investing £1billion over the next nine years to transform rail travel in the North.The
introduction of 98 state-of-the art, brand new trains by 2020 forms part of this investment.
Deciding on seat design is the first step towards a transformed standard of rail travel for North-
ern’s customers and over 2,000 customers have already voted.

Alex Hynes, Northern’s Managing Director comments: “We are committed to making the right
improvements for our customers.These roadshows were vital to help us gather customer feed-
back on one of the key design features of our new trains; the seats!

“We asked our customers, our employees and stakeholders to vote with their bums and decide
on which of three seat designs they preferred. By the end of September we will have made a
decision based on their feedback and will start putting the finishing touches to the final train
design.

“We could have made this decision from an office, but we wanted to get out to stations, speak
with our customers to find out what they wanted.”

Brian Haworth is captured “test driving” seat C
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Castle Cement Locos, nos. 9 and 10, stand at rest between duties
at the depot at Horrocksford.

The 0-6-0 diesels, works nos 5396/5407, were built by GEC Traction

at their Newton Le Willows site in 1975.

Automatic loading taking place under the large storage hopper

Cement traffic has been the mainstay of freight services on the RVR Line
for several years with two flows currently operating out of Horrocksford

B. Haworth

B. Haworth
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One of the latest cement tankers pictured in the works yard.

Class 66, 66144, peeps out from beneath the storage hopper as loading takes place.

The observant will notice Shaun the sheep
under the upper headlight (it featured on both ends)

and the sole of the driver’s boot on the loco windscreen !

Below are snapshots of rail operations at the site
taken one wet Saturday in September 2016

B. Haworth

B. Haworth
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Blackburn's New Train Depot

Blackburn is to set to get a new train depot as part of the Northern Electrification Programme.
December 2017 should see work completed on the Preston to Blackpool line and the transfer
of diesel units away from Blackpool North.

Network Rail are building a brand new diesel depot on the old King Street coal sidings just
west of Blackburn station to maintain the units.

Work has gathered speed on this development with a mini 'contractor's village' set up across
the road from the old Cattle Market Hotel, a long-closed Duttons establishment.

The site has been completely cleared of all the rubbish accumulated on site since its closure as
a coal concentration depot. Buckingham's are the main contractor for Network Rail. Within
the last week the old boundary wall has been demolished and the old LYR stone safely stored.
Community Rail Lancashire will work with a local primary school on an arts project which will

feature the stone as a key ingredient.

A PDF version of the general arrangements can be viewed on the CRL website at:

http://bit.do/cGP5i

Photos: B. Haworth
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Article from Open Door

- The Community Newsletter from Hanson Cement- Ribblesdale

Rail Crossing set for repairs

Repairs to the Ribblesdale works rail crossing on West Bradford Road will start in the
autumn and are likely to cause disruption to local residents for up to four days.The road
will be closed to enable contractors to repair road subsidence, replace track ballast and
erect new signs and lighting to meet new safety standards.

Engineering manager David Holgate said work was likely to start either in September or
October. “We anticipate closing West Bradford Road from Friday morning until the
following Monday evening,’ said David. “Our contractor will co-ordinate traffic
management, and we may need to give access via Chatburn Old Road and through the
works for some residents and works vehicles.”

He said the company would make every effort to reduce traffic disruption for residents.
The erection of new signs and warning lights should help eradicate some of the near-miss

66111 eases over the crossing on West Bradford Road

S. Clarke
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Department for Transport’s Community Rail Market Day

The DfT is supporter of the annual National Inclusion Week, a campaign to raise awareness of the
importance of inclusion in the workplace and the business benefits to having an inclusive workforce.

As the Department for Transport’s week is themed around communities they arranged, in
partnership with the rail industry, a Community Rail Market Day on Tuesday 27th September at
Great Minster House, London.

The Market Day hosted a number of stalls showcasing the breadth of work undertaken by

community rail partnerships (CRPs) including:

· Passengers of the Future – Community Rail Lancashire highlight the work of partnerships

in working with young people on all manner of projects including station environmental

schemes, safety and educational projects.

· Community Involvement – The Friends of Bentham Station and the Bentham Line CRP

bring the Bentham Carnival and ‘A day in the life of Bentham’ to Whitehall.

· Involving Diverse Groups – the Mid Cheshire Line CRP showcase community volunteering;

the Women in Community Rail initiative; and the Virgin West Coast Community Champions

initiative.

· Healthy Communities – Medway Valley CRP focus on wellbeing and healthy lifestyles.

· Marketing our Communities – Devon & Cornwall Rail Partnership bring a taste of Poldark

country to London as they explore the role of rail in supporting Britain’s tourism.

Pictured below with Paul Maynard MP, the Rail Minister are Richard Watts, Brian Haworth and the

two new members of CRL’s education team, Daisy Chapman-Chamberlain and Emily Elliot.
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ON THE LINE by Brian Haworth

July got off to a bad start when 2N52 the 13:03 service from Man Vic to Clitheroe was

terminated at Blackburn for the second day running due to a late arrival at Blackburn.

Later 2J50 was cancelled due to a door fault on 156472.

On 5/7, 142057 worked 2J54 linked to 153304 and on the 7/7, a similar combination

142035/153315 was at work on the same diagram, and again on the 8/7 with 142049

paired with a class 150. 2J54 seems to be a favourite diagram for class 142s with

142055 paired with 153316 on 15/7. Class 37s, 37175/37254, worked the Network Rail

test train running as 1Q83 later that day.

On 19/7, 2N59 the 18:03 Man Vic/Clitheroe was terminated at Blackburn. On 23/7, 66181/

66091 worked an infrastructure train running as 6L50 Basford Hall/Settle.

On 25/7, 2N55 the morning service from Buxton to Clitheroe was terminated at Blackburn

due to a late arrival. Early morning services were disrupted on 27/7 due to a point’s

failure at Horrocksford Junction. The first two services from Clitheroe were cancelled,

and services were subject to late running until late morning. On 28/7, 150223 worked

2J54 solo.

Later , 2J51, the 12.51 from Man Vic to Clitheroe, was cancelled at Blackburn, after

arriving 24 minutes late, due to a trespass incident at Salford Crescent. Later that day,

the 14:03 service from Man Vic to Clitheroe was also terminated at Blackburn having

departed Victoria 26 minutes late.

Class 150 tops Langho Bank just beyond Ramsgreave and Wilpshire Station

with a morning service to Manchester Victoria on 12 September 2016,

B. Haworth
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On 29/7, 2N55 was cancelled at Blackburn due to a unit fault but it managed to complete

its return diagram to Man Vic starting from Blackburn. Later 2N59, the 11:51 Man Vic -

Clitheroe was cancelled at Man Vic due to a unit failure. Class 37 37608 and 9702

worked a Network Rail test train over RVR Metals on the same day running as 3Q01.

On 1/8, 2N57 the 09:03 Man Vic/Clitheroe was terminated at Blackburn due to a late

running.

On 5/8, 2N51 Man Vic /Clitheroe was cancelled at Manchester due to lack of guard. Track

circuit problems arose on 5/8, affecting services in and out of Blackburn tunnel resulting

in some services running via the goods loop.

On 8/8, 2N53 the 07:47 to Clitheroe was cancelled throughout due to staff shortage. The

following day saw 2N54 the 15:51 from Man Vic terminated at Blackburn after a late

arrival due to vandalism at Darwen.

On 10/8, 57310 was in charge of the Engineer’s Saloon, 975025, running as 2Z02 Crewe/

Crewe via Clitheroe. On 12/8, 150226 worked 2J54 solo.

On 19/8, 2N52 the 13:51 service to Clitheroe was terminated at Bromley Cross due to

unit failure. The 14:09 service to Man Vic from Clitheroe was diverted via the Tod Curve.

2N53 the 14:51 service to Clitheroe left Blackburn 25 minutes late after being routed to

run via Tod curve. Due to its late arrival at Clitheroe, this service’s return diagram was

cancelled, and it ran out of Clitheroe as 2T56 via Blackburn and Todmorden to Man Vic.

2N59 the 16:59 service to Clitheroe was cancelled at Bolton, after arriving 21 minutes

late at Bolton. 2N57, the 17:24 service to Clitheroe went forward from Blackburn, running

20 minutes late after being diverted to run via Todmorden.

On 22/8, 2N52 the 13:51 service to was cancelled at Man Vic caused by a broken down

train at Salford. On 25/8, RVR celebrity unit, 150149, made a rare appearance on the line,

working 2J54 with 153324.

On 28/8, 2N57 the 09:51 service to Clitheroe was cancelled due to faults with unit 150150.

Later in the day 2N57 was terminated at Bromley Cross due to a points failure.

On 1/9, the 07:47 service to Clitheroe was cancelled at Man Vic due to driver issues.

On 5/9,1423001 was paired with 153316 on 2J54. Later in the day, 2N53 was cancelled

at Blackburn due to faulty horn. On 7/9, 2N51 the 12:51 service to Clitheroe was cancelled

at Blackburn, after arriving 26 minutes late.

Later in the day, 2J58 was also terminated at Blackburn, after arriving 26 minutes late

due to a train fault. On 10/9, 2N51 was cancelled due to a trespass incident. The following
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day saw signal problems at Bromley Cross cause the cancellation of 2N51, 2N52 and

2J54. Replacement buses were put into operation.

On 15/9, 142037 was paired with 153358 on 2J54. Class 66, 66433, worked the route on

a route-learning diagram on 15/9. On 16/9, the 17:24 service to Clitheroe was cancelled

due to unavailability of driver. Driver shortage was again a problem they following day

with at least five services cancelled and bus replacement services introduced.

On 19/9, 2N57 arrived 22 minutes late at Blackburn, where it was terminated. On 20/9,

the 06:07 to Clitheroe and the 06:20 to Clitheroe were cancelled due to the conductors

stranded on failed 5J51, which eventually arrived at Blackburn at 07:05. Both units worked

back starting from Blackburn.

On 20/9, Lower Darwen stalwart, 76084, returned to its old stomping grounds when it

worked a test train over RVR metals with 37669 attached at the rear for insurance.

On 30/9, 156452 worked 2J52 solo. On 1/10, Jubilee 45690, Leander, cut a fine site

storming up Langho bank, its black smoke standing out against a clear blue sky heading

1Z48 Carnforth/Chester. The following day saw one of the Sunday Ribble Valley Rambler

services, 1M51 Preston/Hellifield, and its return working.

On 3/10, 47830 in two tone green livery, and named ‘Beeching’s Legacy’ worked 0K47,

Basford Hall - Appleby, returning as 0K48.

Two-tone, green-liveried class 47, 47830, named ‘Beeching’s Legacy’,
rolls down Hoghton Bank, on a route-learning diagram

M. Ormrod
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS & DIARY DATES 2016/17

Mon 2 Nov RVR Meeting New Inn, Clitheroe 19:30

Mon 7 Dec RVR Meeting New Inn, Clitheroe 19:30

Mon 9 Jan RVR Meeting New Inn, Clitheroe 19:30

Mon 6 Feb RVR Meeting New Inn, Clitheroe 19:30

Non-committee members are welcome to attend

but will not be allowed to vote.

RVR WHO’S WHO & OTHER USEFULTELEPHONE NUMBERS

Hon Life Vice-Presidents: Alan & Sheila Kay 01254 826435

Chairman: Marjorie Birch, Raydale, Crow Trees Brow, Chatburn, C’oe, BB7 4AA 01200 441549

Hon Sec: Peter Eastham, 79 Rogersfield, Langho, Blackburn, BB6 8HD 01254 240830

Hon Treasurer: David J Butterworth, 72 Fairfield Drive, Clitheroe, BB7 2PS 01200 425750

RVR Membership Sec: Bill Briggs, 55 Bank Head Lane, Hoghton, PRESTON, PR5 0AB 01254 854474

RVRNews Co-ordinator: Simon Clarke, simon.clarke57@talktalk.net

07788 924232 / 01254 885996

FoS Co-ordinator: Brian Haworth* e-mail brian.haworth@talktalk.net 01254 247844

or contact via

* Community Rail Development Officer, Community Rail Lancashire,

Accrington Station, Eagle Street, Accrington, Lancs BB5 1LN

01254 386579 / 07887831129, brian.haworth @ lancashire.gov.uk

FoR&WS: Ken Roberts 01254 264772

FoL: Peter Eastham 01254 240830

FoWS: Alan Bowles 01254 823331

FoCS: Gordon Wilson 01200 426214

RVR Website & RVRNews Layout: N. Kirby

BT Police: Railwatch Freephone 0800 40 50 40

Network Rail National Helpline 08457 11 41 41

Clitheroe Integrated Transport Facility Control Room 01200 429832

Northern Rail Customer Helpline 0800 200 6060

RVR website: www.ribblevalleyrail.co.uk

Community Rail Partnership Website: www.communityraillancashire.co.uk
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Membership of Ribble Valley Rail

Membership of RVR entitles you to attend the monthly meetings in the Ribble Valley, either as a
Committee member or as an observer, to receive a copy of the quarterly Ribble Valley RailNews,
and to play your part in the on-going work of the group, according to your own particular talents.

The subscription, which may be paid annually or 3-yearly, is levied to cover the costs of RVRNews,
postage and other administrative expenses.

Current subscription rates are:

Annual 3-year

Individual £6.00 £15.00

Family/Corporate £9.00 £22.50

Application forms can be downloaded from the RVR website: www.ribblevalleyrail.co.uk

Class 66, 66114, in DB Schenker Livery, departs Preston on 29 April 2016

with empties bound for Horrocksford

G. Dudley
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DARWEN Station

B. Haworth

A rather down-at-heel Darwen station pictured in 1986.

The old Stationmaster ’s house is visible on the left of the picture.

Now a much smarter station is in evidence.

Pictured just a few weeks ago, the better quality waiting shelters can

be clearly seen, and the red CRL notice boards stand out.

The old Stationmaster ’s house still exists but is hidden by foliage.

G. Dudley


