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Above: A strengthened Northern Rail service makes its way across Whalley Viaduct

Below: An unidentified class 150/2 heads towards Manchester Victoria

with a lunch-time service from Clitheroe

S. Clarke

B. Haworth
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From the Chair

As we are aware, the new Northern franchise will commence in early 2016, and the
consultation process has begun.The Government has decided to keep the two separate
franchises with Trans Pennine Express offering the express services in the region.

They are also looking to transfer into the Northern franchise some services operated by
another franchise and these include the Oxenhlme – Windermere service.

Consultations such as these can be seen as either a challenge or a threat and in our
response RVR will use this opportunity to seek for enhancement of services, rolling stock,
connectivity and station facilities.

The document can be found at:

www.gov.uk/government/consultation/future-of-northern-transpennine-express-rail-franchise

We have seen changes in staff on the line with John Ryan replacing Stephen Curry as our
Station Manager, and we hope to meet him shortly at one of our RVR meetings.

I had the pleasure of travelling on the 25th Anniversary Train from Leeds to Carlisle on
Friday 11th April to celebrate the saving of the Settle to Carlisle Line. It was a superbly
organized event with a packed train enjoying the scenery. Full details later in the
magazine.

The DalesRail service re-commenced on 18th May, and we hope that it will have a
successful season.

Although primarily used by walkers, it is an excellent way of travelling up to Carlisle,
where many of the shops are open, or visiting other towns along the route.

All our stations are looking excellent with all the flowers in bloom, which must have
made a favourable impression on the DfT bid team, who stayed in the Ribble Valley on
May 14th, and who travelled from Whalley Station the following morning.

Peter Eastham, our Secretary, travelled with Alex Hynes,MD of Northern,from Manchester
Victoria, and had the opportunity to talk about the aspirations that RVR have from the
new franchise.

Marjorie Birch
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2014 Annual General Meeting

In order to save space and keep printing coast to a minimum the minutes of the 2014 Annual General
Meeting are not being produced in full in this magazine.

The ful l version is avai lable to read on the RibbleValley Rail website or a printed copy can be obtained by
contacting the RVRNews co-ordinator on simon.clarke57@talktalk.net
or by ringing 07788924232.

Chair’s Report to 2014 AGM

2014 is rather significant for Ribble Valley Rail as it is the 20thAnniversary of the re-opening of the line
to passenger traff ic. It is also twenty years since the Friends groups were formed at the original four
stations on the line and these are still going strong today.We are grateful for the financial support we
receive from Wilpshire, Langho & Whalley Parish Councils & Clitheroe Town Council towards the
bedding plants. As you will remember we did not have a Sunday service until 2006, and this was
secured initially for one year through funding from Clitheroe the Future, in which our late Chairman
Peter Moore played a lead role.

The line has gone from strength to strength with passenger numbers nearing 2 million, all our station
showing increase in usage and timetable developments, which have responded to the needs of
passengers. Two of these being the late 23:24 from Clitheroe to Blackburn and the retention of the
08:26 to Manchester in the new timetable.This train carries students and workers into Blackburn and
would have created many problems if it had been changed to the new pattern.

We have seen many improvements over the years with new welded track and signalling but sadly no
improvement in line speed. It seems rather strange when freight traffic travels faster than passenger
trains! We have been fortunate that the Clitheroe Line Community Rail Partnership were able to
secure additional units to strengthen out peak time services in and out of Manchester.

But success breeds growth and any commuter will tell you that some of these trains are full and
standing from Blackburn or Darwen.As we know the quality of some of the rolling stock on our line
is poor, our only hope is that following electrif ication some of the surplus diesel units will be
cascaded.My only worry is that there are so many lines chasing a limited number of units.This is where
the strength of the Partnership comes into play where their contacts and influence play such an
important role. Blackburn with Darwen have secured funding for the doubling of the line either side
of Darwen station and it is hoped that this work will be completed for an half hourly service from
Blackburn to Manchester to commence in December 2016.

Autumn 2013 saw the introduction of a new winter service the brand new Ribble Valley Rambler
service started on Sunday 15th September bridging a gap of 51 years since the last regular service train
ran between Blackburn and Hellifield. The new service offers the opportunity to enjoy the ever-
changing scenery of the Ribble Valley and Dales throughout the autumn and winter. Bill Jeffries has
travelled on every train and provided an accurate record of passenger numbers. As we are all aware
providing a service north of Clitheroe to Hellifield has always been an aim of RVR.

The refranchising process will begin this year for the Northern area. Stakeholder consultations will
be held during the summer so the time is right for RVR to look to the future and decide what
improvements we would like to see in service provision, timetabling and customer information.
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We must never undervalue the work that we as volunteers do to support Northern. Our Friends of
Stations ensure that our stations are clean, safe and attractive environments to wait for a train. They
also provide information for passengers and assist when there are bus replacements and delays. With
the introduction of the new Sunday service RVR members have travelled on every train providing
information for passengers who are new to the area and have helped the guard with fare pricing. Jack
Ayrton has been at Hellif ield Station and during the bus replacement ensured that the driver brought
the bus up to the station.

We will shortly see art work and photographs mounted on the fences of the Ribble Valley stations
illustrating the venues described on the new running in boards.These have been produced by children
at schools in Whalley and Clitheroe and the photographs from local photographers. Fifty percent of
the funding for his project has come from ACoRP Small Grants Fund.

An AGM is a time to thank the many people involved in RVR, who have worked tirelessly over the
years to develop and enhance the line. Our Friends of Stations, Gordon and Colin at Clitheroe,Alan,
David, Pamela & Alan at Whalley. Pete, Brian and Mary at Langho, Ken and Craig at Ramsgreave, Bill at
Darwen and Jack at Hellifield. Your hard work is really appreciated.

To Nigel for his unstinting work on the website, his turn round time on receiving information to
putting it on the website, is amazing. To Bill for continuing with the task of Membership Secretary and
Pam for taking the minutes at our regular meetings. To Simon, Brian & Nigel for producing RVRNews.

Thanks also to David and Pete for their hard work and support, and to the members of RVR, who
regularly attend our monthly meetings. Also thanks to Richard Watts and Craig Harrop for their
support.

There will be many changes over the next few years with re-franchising and Rail in the Northern and
with the help and support of the Clitheroe Line Community Rail Partnership we can be sure that
RVR’s voice will be heard as we represent the interest of the passengers and the local community and
surely those interests should be at the heart of any new franchise.

Marjorie Birch

Membership of Ribble Valley Rail

Membership of RVR entitles you to attend the monthly meetings in the Ribble Valley,
either as a Committee member or as an observer, to receive a copy of the quarterly
Ribble Valley RailNews, and to play your part in the on-going work of the group,
according to your own particular talents.

The subscription, which may be paid annually or 3-yearly, is levied to cover the costs
of RVRNews, postage and other administrative expenses.

Current subscription rates are:

Annual 3-year
Individual £6.00 £15.00

Family/Corporate £9.00 £22.50

Application forms can be downloaded from the website or use the form on the leaflet
enclosed with this issue of RVRNews.
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Cement Plant Rail Shipments Boost

A project to take cement by rail to a newly refurbished depot at Avonmouth Docks near
Bristol is good news for the rail-linked Ribblesdale cement plant.

Hanson has built an off-loading facility adjacent to its silo at Avonmouth to supply the
company’s concrete plants throughout the south west.

The project reduces logistical costs and improves supply chain security. Ribblesdale
shipping supervisor David Hothersall said: “we are sending three trains a week into
Avonmouth to provide a consistent supply of raw materials to our concrete plants in the
south west, as well as increasing our business in the region.”

While demand in Scotland has eased slightly, five trains a fortnight continue to supply
the company’s Moss End depot in Glasgow, for onward supply to customers.

Hanson Cement - Ribblesdale

66086 on 6Z94, 05:00 Avonmouth – Clitheroe Castle Cement empties,

passes Blackburn

on 1st August 2013

Photo: S. Clarke
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SHORT EASY WALKS FROM CLITHEROE STATION
by Gordon Wilson

No. 4 LOW MOOR AND WADDOW 4 miles

On leaving the platform, turn right down the path and then half left to pass the
Royal Mail sorting office with the car park to the left. At the junction turn left on
to Waddington Road, over the rise and left at the cemetery to follow the path,
which skirts the grounds.

At the gate, go left and stay in a straight line leaving the riverside, down the hill,
through two gates, and on to an unmade lane, passing horses, stables and hen pens.
Soon a metalled road is reached with new housing all around.

At Low Moor village, turn sharp right and head down to the riverside, then over
the relatively new bridge, which spans the River Ribble (lots of ducks splashing around
here).

Turn right up the road passing the entrances to Shireburn Caravan Park.

(Take care here as there is no footpath and fast traffic is the norm!)

Within a short time a footpath sign points in the direction of the rear of Waddow
Hall on the right. Take this long straight track, then pass behind the buildings and
follow the waymarks through the grounds. Soon a metalled road is reached. Go left,
over the rise and take the right fork.

In the distance a good view of the river can be seen. Through the gate on to
Waddington Road again, and turn right down the hill to cross the river again.

This is Brungerley Bridge, which was formerly the boundary between Lancashire
and Yorkshire.

Extra care must be taken here, single file over the bridge and up to the corner as
there is a lot of fast moving quarry traffic on weekdays. The park to the left is a
good place for a break. Where the footpath starts look over the wall to see a
lovely little waterfall cascading down to the garden of Pighill Cottage.

Carry on past the cemetery retracing your steps but this time pass under the railway
bridge and turn right and back to the railway station.

5 gates - muddy - wear boots



Going Back Home

Our RibbleValley Rambler ser vice, in its inaugural year, primarily connected people to the Settle-
Carlisle service for walking in the Dales.

It had a regular clientele of walkers, but others used it for different purposes.

RVR members, Mr. and Mrs. Harrison, used the ser vice to travel back from Clitheroe to their
home in Edinburgh. Students returned to Universities in Leeds, Manchester and London.

The main passenger usage from Clitheroe was to connect with mainline services in Preston
travelling to Scotland and London. One passenger travelled from Doncaster, via Hellifield, to
watch Blackburn Rovers at Ewood Park!

Sunday 23rd March saw me standing on Clitheroe Station, awaiting the arrival of the RibbleValley
Rambler. I received a call from Bill Jeffries at about 09:15 to say that the train had not left
Blackburn, and there was no indication of what time it would depart.

As I relayed this message to passengers on the station, one man looked concerned. He told me
that, if he missed the connection at Hellifield, he would then miss his connections at Carlisle and
Newcastle. I therefore offered to take him to Hellifield in my car so that he could continue his
journey.

In conversation en-route, I found out that he was Robert Kane, a member of the group Dr. Feelgood,
who had been performing at ‘The Grand’ in Clitheroe the previous evening. As many of you will
remember the group released “Going Back Home” in 1975.

You never know whom you will meet on a train!
Marjorie Birch
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142039 & 150144

working

2N51 05:55

Manchester to

Clitheroe standing at

Blackburn

following

cancellation due to

an earlier incident on

Mon 21 July 2014

B. Haworth
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PAST PAPERS

A slightly different past papers this time with the opening remarks from the coroner’s inquest on
the fatal collapse, which occured during the construction of Whalley Arches .

Fall of Viaduct Arches at Whalley, Three lives lost. (Coroner John Hargreaves)
(October 1849)

On Saturday afternoon last at about half past two o clock, an alarming and fatal accident occured at
the Great Whalley Viaduct on the Bolton, Blackburn, Clitheroe and West Yorkshire Railway.

This viaduct is to be composed of 49 arches (forty one of which are completed ) for the purpose of

carrying the line through Whalley on towards Clitheroe.

It appears that on Saturday last at about the time stated, four men were on the second arch on the
Billington side of the River Calder, which the viaduct crosses, when, without any previous warning,
that and the third arch from the river fell with an alarming crash, a height of between sixty and
seventy feet, carrying the four men down with them and burying them in the ruins.

When the excitement, which this occurence had created, somewhat subsided, means were instantly
taken to extricate the unfortunate men, and, after considerable exertions, three of the men named
John Forsyth, Thomas Keefe and Charles Harrison were got from out the ruins, dreadfully crushed
,mangled and quite dead, and a fourth, named John Lunds aged 30, was extracated alive, though his
left leg was broken and his body severely cut and bruised.

The arches, which have thus fallen, are the twelfth and thirteenth from the road, and had been

examined but a very short time before, and seemed firm and safe.

We need not observe that the circumstances created very great excitement in Whalley and
neighbourhood, and various rumours were afloat as to the cause of the accident.

Jubilee 4569,

Galatea,

forges up

Langho Bank

with the

‘Fellsman’

on 16th June

2014

B. Haworth
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Letter to the Editor

Boot Cottage, Lily Lane, Troutbeck, Windermere, Cumbria LA23 1NU

Sirs,

I was so pleased to read the short biography of Jessica Lofthouse in Ribble Valley Rail News No.
104.

As one of her pupils in 1946, it brought back many memories of a favourite teacher.

Due to the war, many of the younger teachers left to serve in the forces, and older teachers were
brought out of retirement to fill the gaps.

As a teacher of art and local history, she certainly awakened in me a desire to visit and explore
the lovely countryside of the Ribble Valley on our doorstep, a desire, which has never left me and
still occupies much of my spare time in retirement, albeit now in my beloved Lake District.

Although she was teaching an all male class, where discipline could have been an issue, she
overcame the problem by holding the absolute attention of most of the class during her teaching,
and on her frequent out-of-hours visits to local places of interest.

My only regret is that I did not get the chance to visit her at home in Langho before she died in
1988.

Frank Leaver, RVR member

Blackburn to Bolton Enhancements

On Friday 20th June 2014, local MPs signed a ceremonial version of an Implementation Agreement
to deliver the infrastructure enhancements required on the Clitheroe rail line for a half hourly
service from Blackburn to Manchester. This is a significant step nearer to delivering the much
needed improvements to the Clitheroe line.

Whilst the scheme still requires formal sign off by the Lancashire LEP (the formal business case
being developed needs approving first), funding has been provisionally allocated to the scheme
from next year, and Blackburn with Darwen BC has also approved its own signif icant local
contribution (10% of total costs).

Signing thi s agreement with Network Rail

h i gh l i ghts Bla ckburn with Darwen ’s
commitment to the scheme, something
supported by local MPs Jack Straw, Jake Berry
and Nigel Evans.

(Unfortunately, although invited,Nigel could not
attend the signing ceremony).

The investment also includes improvements to
stations in the Ribble Valley, which Blackburn
with Darwen BC can commission, in partnership
with Lancashire County Council, as soon as
the funding agreement is sanctioned by the LEP. Photo courtesy Blackburn with Darwen BC



New housing! New passengers?

Development plans have been released revealing that 132 houses could be built on
land behind the Clitheroe platform at Langho station between the A59 and Whalley

Road.

The initial drawings see the new estate road ending facing the adjacent field,
suggesting that further development may take place in these areas, and that the initial

development could be the ‘thin end of the wedge’.

Sheffield-based Hallam Land Management is preparing to submit a formal application

to Ribble Valley Borough Council, and the village’s residents have been asked to submit
their views before the application is sent.

Whilst the current tranquil feel of Langho station in an early morning could change
(see above), the development plans also include a shared 20-space car park next to
the station, and, if the new housing goes ahead, could also mean an increased footfall
for the station.

An unidentified 150/2 & 153 combination

stands in Langho Station

working 2N50, 06:20 Blackburn to Clitheroe service on 25 July 2014

B. Haworth
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25th Anniversary of the Saving of the Settle - Carlisle Line

On 11 April 1989, the announcement was made that the Settle-Carlisle Railway was to be saved
from the threat of closure that had loomed since the early 1980’s. The long fight to save the line
had been a success and the historic railway was to remain open for business.

The Settle-Carlisle Railway Development Company and the Friends of the Settle-Carlisle Line
worked together to mark this important anniversary. The Development Company was set up in
1992, is committed to promoting the Set tle-Carlisl e rai lway and encouraging economic
development amongst the businesses and communities along the line.

The Friends of the Settle-Carlisle Line, originally formed to fight the proposed closure, is one of
the UK’s largest rail user groups. It supports the railway with an army of volunteers, who provide
on-train guides, lead guided walks, distribute promotional leaflets and care for the stations and
their gardens.

The focus of the joint celebrations was a special train that ran on Friday 11 April. The train was
supplied and crewed by Direct Rail Services, a leading provider of rail freight solutions.
Three of the company’s iconic Class 37 locomotives hauled 9 of their own recently refurbished
Mark 2 vehicles.

Marjorie Birch and Brian Haworth represented Ribble Valley Rail on the special train service on
Friday 11th April, and RVR member Graham Dudley was on hand to record the specials arrival in
Carli sle.

37259 leads the Settle - Carlisle 25th Anniversary

on the final approach to Carlisle station

Photo: G. Dudley



13

The Special stands in Platform 3 at Carlisle Station

Photos: G. Dudley

Michael Portillo signs autographs at Carlisle Brian Haworth gets his shot
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INFRASTRUCTURE NEWS

Regular travellers on the RVR Line will have noticed activity around Whalley arches recently with
a contractor’s encampment established close to the Gothic arches.

A walk on the footpath adjacent to the arches reveals the scale and scope of the works.

The work currently being undertaken is part of a long term management plan for the Arches,

which will ensure its ongoing serviceability for years to come.

Ground investigation works are underway to determine the nature and makeup of the ground,
which supports the viaduct, and to establish if there are any underlying defects, which could
compromise the settlement of the viaduct, and in particular individual piers.

To this end, several boring rigs are at work, taking ground samples adjacent to each viaduct pier.

To ease access to each pier on the Whalley bank side of the river, a temporary road way has been
put in place.

Certain arches are also having small bore holes drilled for samples taken through the brickwork.

Additionally new subsurface drains are being put in to relieve flooding on the adjacent school

playing fields.

Bore hole in the Viaduct Arch at Whalley

B. Haworth
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Left:

Temporary access road adjacent to

the arches at Whalley

Photo: B. Haworth

Right:

Boring rig in situ

under arches

at Whalley

Photo: B. Haworth



ON THE LINE by Brian Hawor th

During the period under review, the Avon cement traffic has settled into a regular pattern, with class 66s making the
working their own.

February dawned with infrastructure services noted including 66415 on 6Y06 and 66957 on 6Y08. Later in the day

Jubilee 45699 headed South with 1Z87 Carlisle to Euston.

On 5th Feb, signalling problems between Darwen and Bromley Cross caused cancellation and delay on RVR services

with some services replaced with buses over the dinner time period. Problems continued and late evening services

also suffered disruption. During the afternoon steam loco 46115 ran over the line on a test running as 5Z50. The
following day saw 37602 paired with 37606 working 6K05, unusual traction for the engineering working.

On 8th Feb, 66089 worked 6L47 Carlisle to Farrington and 47746 were noted in charge of 1Z87 a Carlisle to

Euston charter. Later in the evening saw a rush of engineering services and noted were, 66149 6L49, 66095 6L50,

66086 6L51 and 66017 6L52. Sadly the following day saw a fatality in Langho cutting, which caused disruption to
early evening services.

On 13th Feb, the first two services out of Clitheroe were rostered class 142s with 142060 and 142041 recorded.

Later 46115 were noted on the Carnforth test circuit running as 5Z50. Much later 2N55 the 16:32 Manchester to

Clitheroe terminated at Blackburn due to a 23 minutes late arrival at Blackburn. On 15th Feb 46115 worked 1Z87
a Carlisle to Euston special.

On 21st Feb, class 142 142005 was paired with 153304 on 2J54 and a similar pairing took place the following day
with 142061 paired with 153351. Later in the afternoon 6K05 saw 57004 paired with 57012. Steamer 46115

repeated its 1Z87 Carlisle to Euston special on 21st Feb, 1st Mar and 8th Mar. Later in the day 2N58 was terminated
at Blackburn after a late arrival caused by a points failure at Salford.

On 6th Mar, class 37s 37602 & 37606 worked 6K05.Two class 37s again appeared on 10th Mar when 37218 & 37409
worked light engine from Crewe Gresty Road to Carlisle running as 0C37. On the same day 57003 & 57007 were

paired on 6K05 the engineering service. They repeated this working the following two days. Later on 11th Mar 66201
worked 6Z35 Clitheroe to Bescot.

On 15th Mar, a class 47 was noted heading a Carlisle to Tinsley working.The engineer’s service on 17th Mar had 57009
paired with 57007. The following day saw 2N59 the 11:52 Manchester to Clitheroe terminated at Bolton due to

problems in the Salford area. Later in the afternoon 57009 was paired with 57012 on 6K05. Class 142 142045 was

paired with 153331 on 19th Mar and later in the day 2J50 was cancelled and a bus replacement allocated.

On 26th Mar, more disruption took place due to a train failure at Moses Gate resulting in several cancellations. On 20th

Mar 57007 was paired with 57012 on 6K05.

On 27th Mar, 47786 worked 0Z47 with 47245. On 29th Mar 57315 was paired with 57314 in charge of 1Z56 a
Carlisle to Newport excursion.

On 29th Mar, 2N52 was cancelled due to an incident on the train and the following day 2N59 was cancelled due to
staffing issues. Later in the day 47832 & 47841 headed 1Z52 a Crewe to Crewe circular working.

On 2nd Apr, 142063 was paired with 153328 on 2J54. On 5th Apr 47826 was paired with 47804 on 1Z80, a

Peterborough to Carlisle charter. Later the same day 57314 and 57315 worked 1Z61 a Carlisle to High Wycombe

working.

On 3th Apr, 57007 and 57012 were noted running south l ight engine and on the following day 47826 & 47804
worked a Peterborough to Carlisle excursion running as 1Z80 and 57314 & 57315 hauled 1Z61 Carlisle to High

Wycombe. 6K05 was double headed on 7th Apr with 57007 paired with 57012, and the same locos worked the

diagram for the next two days.

On 10th Apr, 2N58 the 10:52 service from Blackburn to Clitheroe was cancelled due to a points failure at Hall I’ Th’

Wood. On 10th Apr unusually 6K05 contained a couple of DRS coaches 9525 & 5937 in it’s consist hauled by 57004.
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On 9 th May, 66423 worked 7K05 and later in the day

56087 again was noted on the logs. Black fives 45407 and
44871 were in action on 10th May hauling 1Z60. On 12th

May, the lunch time departure from Manchester 2N51 was

cancelled at Victoria.

On 21st May, 2N59 the 18:03 Manchester to Clitheroe was

cancelled at Blackburn due to late arrival. The following day
saw 2N53 the 07:47 Manchester to Clitheroe and its return

working cancelled.

On 23rd May, 2N59 and its return working was cancelled

and later in the day 56094 headed the logs.

On 24th May, 57313 & 57314 worked a Carlisle to Newport
excursion running as 1Z42.

On 26th May, 2N57 and its return working was cancelled at
Victoria. Class 142 142039 was paired with 153307 on

2J54 on 28th May. On 29th May, the 16:59 from Manchester

and its return working was cancelled.

On 30th May, 142034 was paired with 153332 on 2J54.

An enthusiast’s special, ‘Topper Chopper’ , worked into Horrocksford sidings on 31st May with 20308 and 20305
tailed by 37419, running as 1Z20.

See the next page for a scale-drawn map of the interesting route taken by this tour, the first to

travel over the restored ‘Todmorden Curve ’, and the RVR websi te for photographs taken at

Horrocksford by Ted Buckley.

Later in the day 57313 & 57316 ran 1Z69 a Carlisle to Hereford working. Even later, 2J51 and its return working
were cancelled at Manchester, and 2N52 was terminated at Blackburn due to late running. A bus replacement

service was put in place.

On 1st Jun, 6K05 failed in section between Clitheroe and Whalley disrupting services for several hours and causing

bustitution from around 15:00 hours until the 19:05 service to Clitheroe was allowed to go forward .The errant loco

On 13th Apr, 2N57 the 09:50 from Blackburn to Clitheroe and its return working was cancelled. Later in the day

158905 & 153360 worked 1Z25 a special working for the Settle and Carlisle group. On 14th Apr 6K05 had 57012
paired with 57007. Later in the day 2N53 the 21:52 service from Blackburn to Clitheroe was cancelled at Manchester

Victoria.

On 18th Apr, 156421 was paired with 142005 on 2J54, and unusually later in the afternoon 37419 headed 6K05.

On 20th Apr, 2J58 and its return working was cancelled at Manchester Oxford Road. On 27th Apr the 20:52

Manchester to Clitheroe and its return working was cancelled at Victoria.

On 28th Apr, 57004 was paired with 57011 and later in the day the logs 6V37 had 56087, 47739 & 56078 in charge.

On 29th Apr, 37612 & 37609 worked the Network Rail test train over the RVR Line.

On 1st May , 2J56 failed atVictoria with brake problems and later in the day 66086 was paired with 66304 on 6K05.

On 2nd May, 66518 was noted on a Hunterston to Fiddlers Ferry coal service, with 66304 paired with 66425 on

6K05 later that afternoon. The following day saw 66616 work the empty coal wagons back north and 56087
worked the logs solo. On 5th May 66008 worked 6M75 A Margam to Carlisle working.
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Locos to spare on the ‘logs’,

as 47739, 56087 and 56078 roar up

Langho Bank on 28th April 2014

B. Haworth



was left in the sidings at Horrocksford along with its consist, and rescued later that evening. The following day saw

6K05 strengthened with 57009 paired with sister loco 57010. On 3rd Jun 1, 42036 was paired with 150268 on 2J54.
The engineer’s was again double headed on 4th Jun with 57009 paired with 57012. Steam returned in the form of

the Fellsman on 11th Jun with Stanier 8F 48151 in charge.

On 12th Jun, 37402 found itself in the company of 66433 on 6K05. On 15th Jun, 47746 worked with 47786 on 1Z67,

a Carlisle to Holyhead excursion.A ballast working was noted on 16th Jun with 66025 paired with 66122 working
through to Kirkby Stephen. The same pair worked the diagram the following day with an extra ballast working

headed by 66060 & 66094. Later that evening, Jubilee 45699 was in charge of the Fellsman. On 20th Jun, 142043

worked 2J52 and return working.

On 21st Jun, 70002 was paired with 66135 on an enthusiast special working 1Z70 Eastleigh to Carlisle.
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Visit the RVR website - Historical Maps -

No. X1 - to see an enlargement and

to view photos taken at Horrocksford

by RVR Member Ted Buckley.



GEOFFREY G. HILDITCH O.B.E. (1926 - 2014)

A tribute by Nigel Kirby

It is with much sadness that I have to report that RVR Member,Geoffrey Hilditch
O.B.E., passed away on 20th June 2014.

Geoffrey’s article for the RVR website on the ‘Delph Donkey’, which contained no
photographs of any of the trains running on the line when it was open, and not exactly
located in RibbleValley territory, is actually the most frequently accessed section of the
RVR website, averaging about sixty hits per week since its initial posting several years
ago, and at the same time affording good publicity for RVR.

Interestingly, not owning a computer, he viewed the article himself very rarely indeed, but relied instead on
members of his family and friends to bring their laptops (and later tablets) to his home in Paignton.

However, his daughter,Diane, discovered that a few months before he died, without informing anyone, he had
in fact purchased a laptop, was teaching himself how to use it, and then surprise everyone, especially myself - a
remarkable feat for someone aged 88 years. The only websites he visited werethe Oldham Chronicle and that of
RVR.

Geoffrey admitted that he had a life-long interest in transport, in particular trams, a hobby, which sometimes
interfered with his school studies, and, after leaving school in 1942, he started work at the LNER Gorton works,
progressing upwards and sideways to becomeTransport Manager for Halifax, as well as GreatYarmouth, Leicester,
and other transport authorities, which, to a certain extent, culminated with several years being spent in
Whitehall, workingwith the Ministry ofTranport under Nicholas Ridley, during which time hewas responsible for
the concept of improving disabled access and transportation of wheelchairs on “low-level” buses, leading to his
award of the O.B.E.

In his later years, he wrote many books about his experiences in transport, as chief engineer and later manager,
and in a style, often with wry humour, that can be appreciated by those with no particular interest in transport.

He was always generous and appreciativeof those, who had assisted him, and was a superb raconteur, possessing
an absolutely fantastic memory,with seemingly effortless recall to the very end. In a final letter to his family, he
wrote:

'Don't mourn me. I've had a super time over the years. In fact it could not have been better'.

More detailed tributes to Geoffrey will be found at thecommencement of his article on the Delph Donkey on the
RVR website, and below I have reproduced the article he wrote specially for RVRNews (Issue 70) almost 10
years ago, which, in part, helps to convey his unique literary style.

Nigel Kirby

An Unexpected Introduction to the Ribble Valley Line
By Geoffrey Hilditch OBE, Ch Engr., FIMech E., FILT. ,FCIT., MIRTE

Although Inow live in Torbay, I accepted an invitation from my friend,Nigel Kirby, to have a ride with him over the
RibbleValley and Settle & Carlisle lines. So, a few minutes before 10 a.m. on Sunday 4th July 2004 , saw me,
together with Nigel and three other RVR members, on Langho Station waiting for the DalesRail to Carlisle. It was
a day I thoroughly enjoyed, and one which later set me thinking about two earlier railway trips I previously had in
the area, neither of which was taken out of choice, the first being in 1938.

My parents had decided on a holiday in Bangor,County Down.Consequently, on the evening of the last Saturday
in August we travelled by hire car from our home in Delph to ManchesterVictoria station where the BoatTrain
was standing in the long platform that connected Victoria and Exchange stations. This Boat Train travelled via
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Bolton, Chorley, Preston and Lancaster, conveyed
through coaches from Leeds and Halifax, left at 9.15
p.m. and arrived at Heysham Harbour station on time
at 11.09 p.m. where we made the easy transfer to the
ship thatwas to take us to Belfast where, all being well,
we would arrive at around 6-35 a.m. So far, so good.

As I was the fortunate recipient of a monthly copy of
the LMSstaff magazine, I already knew something about
the Belfast steamer service, which was maintained by
three vessels built in the late 1920s,The Duke of Argyll,
The Duke of Rothesay, and the Duke of Lancaster to which,
circa 1935, was added a fourth and larger vessel, The
Duke ofYork,which we boarded.

Father had booked a cabin but, thanks to a moonlit
night, a calm sea, a rock steady ship and indulgent
parents, I spent no time at all in my bunk as there was
so much to see from thedeck. Even after all these years
I can still see in my mind’s eye the flashes from the
various lighthouses as we covered the 115 miles
(according tomy Oldham Hulme GrammarSchool atlas)
from Heysham to Belfast.

We reached Belfast on schedule and made our way to
the Belfast and County Down Railway station at
Queens Bridge where I was amazed to see a platform
let into the concourse served not by trains but by
Belfast City tramcars.This meant a tram to train change
or vice versa could be made under cover of the station
roof, so obviously feet had been dragging in Manchester.
I wondered why Exchange,Victoria, and London Road
stations could not be similarly blessed.

We had a super holiday and, on the return Saturday,
another ride to Belfast on the B&CDR with its six-
wheeled carriages with First, Third, and Second Class
accommodation.Then to the quay, and up the gangway
to the deck of the Duke of York . . . but not for long.
Together with scores of other passengers, we were
ushered across its deck, over another gangway onto
the Duke of Lancaster moored alongside,until the decks
were heaving, and “heaving” all too soon became the
operative word!

We sailed on time at around 10.00 and moved serenely
down Belfast Lough. I waved to our former Bangor
abode but hardly had we passed into the Irish Sea
before the Duke of Lancaster began to rock and roll
despite the day being warm, sunny,and with hardly any
breeze. That sea was nasty, and I began to feel the
unfortunate results of“mal de mer”, as did most of the
other passengers. By the time we were passing the Isle

of Man, I was in the frame of mind that considers sinking
preferable to more hours on the boat, a boat which
had slowed down so that arrival in Heysham, when at
last it came,was well behind the advertised arrival time
of 5.00 p.m.As a firm LNER fan, I thought that not even
an LMS train could provide a worse form of conveyance,
or could it? And what was this? It was aset very mixed
stock, bound for Manchester, that we boarded with
relief. Despite thecrush, I managed tosecure a window
seat, and well that I did.

We pulled away from Heysham and began a tour of
foreign parts which Father began to recognise when
we ground to a halt in Hellifield, followed by Clitheroe
andWhalley plus a few others. I was seeing the Ribble
Valley line for the first time,and there was a lot to see.

Blackburn came and went, and then a revelation!
Between Blackburn and Darwen we crossed over the
main road, on which was a maroon and white
streamlined double-deck tramcar. I had seen the
Blackpool examples, but streamliners around Blackburn
needed investigation. Unfortunately, that had to wait
for yet another year.

We finally reached Manchester to catch a local train to
Oldham Central, walked the few yards to Clegg Street,
and settled down on the Delph “Donkey” for the 6¾
mile, thirtyminute journey to Delph. One could never
accuse the“Donkey” of being a fast mover.By this time
the pangs of hunger were all too apparent.Obviously,
eating anything on the Duke was not on, the LMS train
from Heysham was devoid of buffet facilit ies, and
catching the trains home was more important late at
night than seeking sustenance in Manchester. Relief,
though, was at hand. Kenworthy’s confectioners hard
by the station was open late on Saturday nights selling
freshly-baked hotpies. Food had seldomtasted so good
as that double ration. I wondered for weeks after about
that streamlined tram ....

In 1939 there was no talk of Bangor, County Down.
Instead, I was to haveTHREE weeks away in lateAugust,
early September,with a week in Blackpool and then a
fortnight in Whitley Bay,which meant a long ride, and
the chance to see the LNER in action ..... goody, goody.

Our transport from Delph to Blackpool was the local
hire car, and I was blessed with the seat beside the
driver, a friendly and most helpful individual.Our route
was from Delph to Shaw, via Grains Bar, and then to
Rochdale. The road to Norden, adorned with tram
track and overhead line poles but no trams, was
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followed, then over the moors toEdenfield where there
were more traction poles but no sign of any tracks, for
I knew not then of Ramsbottom’s early trolley bus
system. NearHaslingden we came upon another former
tram route but, again, there were no trams just more
disused track and poles. By now, our driver knew all
about my interests in trams and buses so when we
reached Intack, he diverted from his intended route
along the then quite new Blackburn by-pass, and went
right through the town so I saw B1ackburn’s green
and ivory trams in profusion, some even open-topped
and, in thecentre,another streamliner,which I was told,
belonged to the Darwen undertaking. It was pure joy
as we came to follow Preston New Road, yet another
tram route with working trams.
Preston was a disappointment. Its trams having passed
into history a few years earlier but seeing Blackpool
with somebrand new single-deckers soon made up for
that setback.

Another setback came once we had reached Whitley
Bay as Germany was making threatening noises, and
another was to be heard on the first Sunday morning.
I was on the beach by the Spanish City when I heard a
“wailing”, quickly followed by a policeman telling me to
leave the sands pronto shouting,“Son.don’t you know
there is a war on?” I didn’t, but it was back to find the
parents packing, the rest of the day finding transport
to take us home and to find ourselves eventually in the
blacked out streets of Oldham. It was quite a come
down.

Leslie Eckersall, one of my school friends who lived not
far from me in Delph, and who started at Hulme
Grammar School the day after I did in 1937, hailed
from Accrington and had previously attended Queen
Elizabeth’s Grammar School, Blackburn. It was to
Blackburn that his parents moved from Delph in 1941.
We kept in touch by letter so his address, 269 Preston
New Road, becameengraved in my mind. So, one day in
the summer of 1942 another friend and I set out to
pay him a surprise Saturday visit.We caught a bus from
Oldham toRochdale, and then thehourly Ribble single-
decker to Blackburn, a tram to the Preston New Road
terminus, and a short walk back down hill to Leslie’s
front door.

After a pleasant visit we walked back to the Boulevard
but, alas, here we erred.We should have gone by tram.
The Ribble single-decker for Rochdale began to load
when “Calamity”. The conductress would not let us
both travel. “One yes, two no”.We pleaded that we
had return tickets to Rochdale, we were still at school,

and this was the last bus of the day, but despite growls
from the more senior passengers, we had to leave it,
and watch it depart for its far terminal. Now what
could we do?

We went to the station to find that we had enough
cash to cover two single tickets to Oldham, and about
2d to spare so we gained the platform to find that a
Manchester train was due, this fortunately running
decidedly late otherwise we could never have caught
it. It must have been the 5-02 p.m. from Hellifield that
stopped at all stations to Blackburn where it was due
to arrive at 5-56 before leaving at 6-23 for all stations
to Bolton and Manchester. It was well after the
departure time when it galloped into the station
consisting of around four non-corridor coaches headed
by a 4F 0-6-0 tender locomotive.We entered the very
front compartment that was devoid of other passengers,
and so came to leave Blackburn in rather more than a
rush. This trip was memorable. That Heysham to
Manchester train had been horsed by a compound
that could never have been accused of being in a hurry,
in fact all too often speed seemed to be painfully slow
but this 0-6-0 was in a different league. Never before
or since did I have such an exhilarating ride behind a
locomotive of that wheel arrangement. We simply
stormed along the line, with a considerable exhaust
note as we climbed up tothe summit, to be followed by
a dash down the falling gradient and into Bolton. For
two boys who were anxious to see Oldham once more,
it seemed to be a life-saver but, alas, all good things
must cometo an end,and so did our dash.After we had
come to a stand in Trinity Street Station,the 0-6-0 was
uncoupled and, with a cheery wave fromthe crew who
had noticed how often we had had our heads out of
the windows, it vanished towards the sheds. The
replacement turned out to be one of the very rare
1924 Hughes 4-6-4T “Baltic” tanks that must have
been on thepoints of withdrawal.After thethrill of the
4F the rest of the journey was a complete anti-climax.
That tankengine with its four cylinders and considerable
size must have been about twice as powerful as our
original motive power but I doubt if we ever exceeded
30 mph all the way from Bolton to Manchester.However,
once safely in Victoria there was no problem about
catching a train to Oldham and when we gained Central
Station we were as good as home.

Thus it was that I had two quite unwanted train
journeys into the Ribble Valley area but, sad to say,
whilst our rail ride on the 4th Julywas very comfortable,
and there was a refreshment trolley service available,
there was not a 4F, or a compound, or a 4-6-4 tank to

. . . continued on the next page . . .
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be seen. But, at least there was still a train service from Clitheroe into Blackburn, and Langho station along with
others had been re-opened. Long may the service survive, re-open to Hellifield one of these days, and long may
the enthusiasts of RibbleValley Rail continue their valuable work.

Finally, and for the record, I have been to Ireland several times since that 1938 trip, and on everysingle occasion
the sea was far from placid. Every time I board a boat a minimum Force 8 gale is a certainty, but how could the
sea be so choppy on the sort of windless and sunny day that we experienced on that Belfast to Heysham sailing.
I often wondered why that train to Manchester was routed via Hellifield? I was sure it was never regularly required
to follow such a roundabout way,but I’m assured by Nigel that there were two trains shown in the timetable for
Summer 1938 booked to travel from Heysham to ManchesterVic via Hellifield and RVL, and some trains between
Whitehaven and Barrow to Man.Vic were also booked to run via RVL. Indeed this continued post war with a
regular Sats. only service from Bolton to Barrow via RVL and one which he regularly observed when he lived
opposite to Barrow Station.This train ran non-stop from Hellifield to Silverdale and was immediately followed by
a direct Leeds - Barrow service, also avoiding Carnforth Station. Geoffrey Hilditch

. . . continuation of the previous page . . .
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S. Clarke

66528 picks up speed through Whalley Station

in charge of 6M11 Killock to Fiddlers Ferry coal

on Tuesday 15 July 2014

A4 6A4 60009, Union of South Africa, storms up Langho Bank

heading a Carlisle – London charter

on Saturday 12 July 2014

B. Haworth
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THEN

Above: Clitheroe Station at the turn of the last century Photo: Brian Haworth Collection

NOW

Below: Clitheroe Station now Photo: Brian Haworth


