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This month we glance back at some aspects of how things used to be on the Leeds to 
Morecambe line but, more importantly, we look forward to the future hopefully and 
positively. 
The long awaited and much anticipated Invitation to Tender for the forthcoming new 
franchises has recently been published by the Department for Transport, and our 
secretary at LASRUG and chairman of the Leeds-Lancaster-Morecambe Community 
Rail Partnership, Gerald Townson, digests this weighty document and explains how it 
might affect us.  It makes encouraging reading.  Turn the page!

A ‘Pacer’ basking in spring sunshine at Long Preston. Class 142 № 096 forms the 14.40 
Bentham Line service to Leeds. Its operating days are now numbered.             © Gerald Townson



 

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR THE NEXT NORTHERN  AND 
TRANSPENNINE FRANCHISES 
On Friday 27th February the Department for Transport (DfT) issued the Invitations to Tender 
(ITT) documents for the Northern and TransPennine Express franchises which are due to begin on 
1st April 2016 at 02.00, and run for nine and seven years, respectively. 

The headlines from the Northern franchise ITT, in relation to the more rural services in the North, 
are:  

-    increased support and funding for community rail throughout the Northern franchise area, 
-    investment in stations, 
- investment in new rolling stock - at least 120 new-build carriages for use on non-electrified 

routes, 
- full modernisation of existing Northern rolling stock to make them ‘as new’. 
- ‘Pacer’ units to be phased out by 2020, 
- more capacity on trains where crowding occurs, 
- around 200 more services Monday to Saturday, 300 more on Sundays,  
- earlier and later services, 
- free wi-fi on all trains by 2020, 
- improved station facilities, 
- new ‘Northern Regional’ services, reflecting the needs of passengers travelling longer 

distances, 
- a £30 million Station Investment Fund, 
- development of ‘smart’ ticketing systems, 
- improved customer service, both on and off trains. 

Two local community lines, the Furness Line and the Lakes Line, will become part of the new 
Northern franchise.  

The bidders for the Northern franchise; Abellio Northern Ltd., Arriva Rail North Ltd. and Govia 
Northern Ltd., have until 26th June 2015 to submit their final plans.  The contract will be awarded 
at the end of 2015. 

The ITT documents included details of the Train Service Requirement (TSR) for each line. In 
addition, the DfT’s Stakeholder Briefing Document outlines their replies to the 21,516 
consultation responses received last summer.  Locally, full responses, with an emphasis on the 
Bentham Line, were submitted by LASRUG and the Leeds-Lancaster-Morecambe Community 
Rail Partnership (LLMCRP), though further suggestions were put forward by neighbouring rail 
organisations and county councils. 

You may recall that the September 2014 issue of this newsletter contained the following summary 
of the main improvements requested LASRUG and the LLMCRP: 

‘The responses contained detailed arguments for a seven-train-each-way weekday timetable with 
trains at regular intervals over a longer period of the day. The timetable must enable commuting 
to Leeds and Lancaster for both business and education and later services from Leeds for both 
commuting and leisure. Emphasis was also placed on operating the line from both ends to offer 
greater flexibility, on a better fare structure, on improved connections and on better promotion of 
the line as a scenic trans-pennine route. The present timetable and rolling stock are clearly 
suppressing demand.’ 
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How did the DfT respond to the requests for Improvements on the Bentham Line? 
The Timetable 

The DfT requires, by December 2019, that the Monday to Friday timetable for the Bentham Line 
will have a minimum of: 
- 7 trains in both directions (6 by 2017), 
- westbound there must be: a train arriving in Lancaster between 08.00 and 08.59, a train 

departing from Leeds between 17.00 and 17.59 (by 2017) and the first train must depart from 
Skipton no later than 07.15 (09.00 by 2017) and the last train no sooner than 20.00 (by 2017). 

- eastbound: at least 6 of the 7 services to Skipton to continue to Leeds (5 of the 6 services by 
2017) and the first train must arrive inSkipton no later than 07.45 and the last train no sooner 
than 20.30 (by 2017). 

By December 2019, the Saturday timetable will have a minimum of: 
- 7 trains in both directions (6 by 2017), 
- westbound: the first train must depart from Skipton no later than 07.15 (09.00 by 2017) and 

the last no sooner than 20.00 (by 2017), 
- eastbound: the first train must arrive in Skipton no later than 07.45 (08.30 by 2017) and the 

last train no sooner than 20.30, 

By December 2017, the Sunday timetable will have a minimum of: 
- 5 trains in both directions, 
- westbound: the first train must depart from Skipton no later than 09.30 and the last no sooner 

than 18.00, 
- eastbound: the first train must arrive in Skipton no later than 12:15 and the last train no 

sooner than 21.15. 

The Trains 

It is is farewell time for the Class 142 and 144 ‘Pacers’ 
which have bounced their way up and down the line 
for around 30 years.  

As well as the delivery of 120 new diesel units and the 
‘as new’ modernisation of other existing stock, the 
bidders have been asked, by the DfT, to look carefully 
at the kind of rolling stock which would be most 
suited to scenic routes, such as the Bentham Line. 
(See article on page 12).   

The Stations 

The £30 million Station Improvement Fund will be 
used to enhance security, information, ticketing and 
waiting facilities at all sizes of station with a particular 
emphasis on smaller and more rural stations, such as 
ours, which have seen little enhancement, if any. 

Where possible, as we have done successfully at 
Bentham, bidders are being asked to engage with 
communities to develop stations as community hubs 
for retail, social and educational purposes. 
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BOOST IN LOCAL RAIL 
TRAVEL  
A special feature in the Lancaster Guardian 
in January recorded a ten-year high in the 
popularity of train travel in the Lancaster-
Morecambe-Carnforth area.Passenger 
numbers have been increasing year by year 
as they have throughout the country:  at 
Bare Lane from 117,576 in 2005 to 
167,726 in 2014; at Morecambe from 
185,405 in 2005 to 217,280 in 2014; at 
Carnforth from 157,240 in 2005 to 
206,590 in 2014; at Heysham Port from 
5,251 in 2005 to 9,064 in 2014. 

One reader of the newspaper expressed a view that is typical of many: ‘The train from Morecambe 
or Bare Lane to Lancaster is faster, less stressful and works out cheaper than the car park. I just 
wish they’d continue to run later in the evenings.’ 

People are embracing rail travel in large numbers and would do so even more if services were 
better, an opinion shared by LASRUG co-chairman, Richard Rollins, who was also interviewed for 
this news feature.  Richard told the Guardian that he would like to see the Lancaster-Morecambe 
line electrified, since that would reduce journey times, increase reliability and make it possible to  
increase the number of trains. (Some of our older readers may recall that Lancaster, Morecambe 
and Heysham enjoyed an electric train service from 1908 until the demise of the Lune Valley line 
from Morecambe Promenade to Lancaster Green Ayre and Wennington in the 1960s). 

Richard also expressed his belief in the potential development of the line from Morecambe to 
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COFFEE MORNINGS ON THE RIGHT TRACK 
LASRUG seems to be getting more and more expert at the coffee morning, which  plays a role in 
the local calendar of so many places. Coffee mornings are great social events and great fundraisers. 

Fortunately in many of the places down the Bentham Line they are well established and we have 
been able to establish our presence in them, helped not a little by Gerald Townson’s vivid and 
humorous posters. 

The last coffee morning in Bentham in February was a busy, friendly and successful affair with a 
huge raffle, well patronised cake stall and tombola, so that after costs we raised £260. Thanks must 
again go to those loyal supporters who made coffee, baked, ran the tombola and sold books. 

Our next coffee mornings will be held in Gargrave village hall on Saturday 20th June and in 
Bentham Town Hall on Saturday 15th August. 

Whilst we appreciate that it is not always easy to get to these events, it would be nice to see more 
members present. It would also be nice to be able to arrange similar events at other places along 
the line. If any of our members have ideas or can help, please get in touch. 

The Friends of Bentham Station would like to thank all the LASRUG members who supported and 
assisted at their January coffee morning. After expenses, they raised £250 towards their projects at 
the station.

BRITISH TRANSPORT POLICE 
Are the current financial cuts affecting 
BTP’s policing of lines such as ours?  
According to BTP’s Chief Constable Paul 
Crowther:  ‘No. The BTP is the national 
police force for the rail network. The smaller 
posts covering rural areas play as important a 
role as our hub locations.’  Good news 
indeed. 

Responding in October to a questionnaire,  ‘Railway Policing – What matters to you?’, 
passengers and rail staff marked out as their priorities combatting anti-social behaviour and 
providing a uniformed presence especially on evening or late-night trains. 

Action has certainly been taken to counter anti-social behaviour on late-night weekend trains 
from Lancaster to Barrow.  People who are deemed unlikely to behave properly on these trains 
are being prevented from travelling or put off trains, as a BTP presence has taken taken firmly in 
hand what has been a growing nuisance. Acts of vandalism on the Bentham line are also under 
regular surveillance.
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Community Rail 

The DfT requires the successful bidder to make £500,000 per year available for the 18 
Community Rail Partnerships within the franchise area. The winning bidder must develop closer 
working relationships with community stakeholders including partnerships, rail user groups and 
station adopters such as FOBS. 

Summary 

All the timetable suggestions put forward to the DfT have been confirmed, along with further 
enhancements to services at weekends.  The highlights are: the possibility of new commuting 
services to and from Leeds and Lancaster, the later mid-evening service from Leeds and the 
increase in Sunday services in both directions from 4 to 5. However, LASRUG and the LLMCRP 
will continue to press for the increased level of service to be introduced as soon as possible after 
the start of the new franchise and, naturally, we will seek to develop the timetable further. 

With the Furness Line transferring to the Northern franchise, there may be the possibility of 
operating the line from both ends with overnight stabling of units at Barrow, Skipton and Leeds. 
This would enable more efficient use of rolling stock and could see the line have dedicated diesel 
units suitably designed and equipped for our scenic route. 

With the substantial increase in funding coming from the successful bidder to the LLMCRP, it 
will be possible for them to support a new Community Rail Partnership Officer post for at least 
20 hours per week, (in addition to our development officer) and develop more extensive line and 
community-based initiatives.  

Over the next few years, a new range of travel possibilities will open up for business, education 
and leisure travel along the Bentham Line and beyond, and visitors to the area will also have 
more journey possibilities. It will be up to us all to make the most of the new services and enjoy 
the greater freedom they bring. This is the beginning of a new era for our line, the Northern and 
TransPennine Express network areas and the North of England. 

GPT



 

TIMETABLES ON THE LEEDS-MORECAMBE LINE 

5. The Second World War 

My own first railway journeys were made between Bradford and Morecambe during the war 
years from 1939 to 1945. To a small boy the 8-33 from Forster Square seemed to take for ever - 
it arrived at Promenade station at 11-11, after calling at every station. These included several 
now closed - Manningham, Kildwick & Crosshills, Bell Busk, and (on the direct line from 
Wennington) Hornby, Caton, Halton and Lancaster Geen Ayre.   

When the war began holiday travel was officially discouraged, and railway timetables reflected 
this. Excursion trains ceased completely. However, the government came to realise the benefits 
of holidays to public morale, and this is evident in the LMS`s timetable for summer 1943. 

The Monday to Friday timetable was much pared-down from the pre-war service, with six 
trains each way. There was no commuter train between Bentham and Lancaster. The first 
westbound train was the 6-10 from Leeds, which called at Holbeck, Apperley Bridge, Bingley, 
Keighley, Steeton & Silsden, Skipton, then all stations to Hornby, Lancaster Green Ayre and 
Morecambe - arr. 8-57  There were connections at Clapham both from and to Ingleton, and at 
Wennington to Melling, Arkholme, Borwick and Carnforth. Next came the 8-33 from Bradford, 
described above. The 10-30 express from Leeds to Glasgow provided a connection at Skipton  
with the 11-44 stopping train to Morecambe (arr.13-28), which had a connection at Wennington 
for Carnforth. This was followed by another stopping train leaving Skipton at 16-32, which 
arrived at Morecambe at 18-18. No longer carrying its name, the former “Residential” ran from 
Bradford only, dep.17-13 and called at Shipley, Skipton, Hellifield, Long Preston, Clapham and 
Lancaster, arriving at Morecambe at 19-05; a connecting train left Leeds for Keighley and 
Skipton at16-55, and there was a connection at Skipton for Gargrave, Bell Busk and Hellifield. 

The last stopping train of the day was at 17-43 from Leeds, arriving at Morecambe at 20-48, 
with a connection at Wennington for Arkholme and Carnforth. The Belfast boat train “on days 
when boat sails” left Leeds at 20-10, and called at Keighley, Skipton, Hellifield, and Lancaster 
Green Ayre (connection for Morecambe) before arriving at Heysham at 22-23. (Details of boat 
sailings were not shown in the wartime timetables for security reasons.The boat normally sailed 
from Belfast on Monday, Wednesday and Friday nights, and from Heysham on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday nights.) 

The first eastbound train left Morecambe at 6-35 for all stations to Skipton, arr. 8-28. The 
successor to the “Residential” departed from Morecambe at 7-42 and called at Lancaster, 
Hellfield and Skipton before arriving in Bradford at 9-22; a connecting train ran from Skipton 
to Keighley and Leeds, arr. 9-43. The next departure from Morecambe was at 12-15, which 
called at all stations to Skipton (with a connection at Wennington from Carnforth), then at 
Keighley, Bingley and Leeds, arr. 14-50. The 14-25 from Morecambe called at all stations to 
Skipton except Giggleswick, Long Preston and Bell Busk, then at Keighley, Bingley and Leeds, 
arr.18-54; there were connections to and from Ingleton at Clapham. The next train to Leeds 
started at Carnforth at 16-48, called at all stations to Bingley except Long Preston, then at 
Apperley Bridge, Kirkstall and Leeds, arr.19-45. The last train from Morecambe departed at 
18-50 for stations to Wennington, where it was combined with the 19-08 from Carnforth, and 
ran all stations to Skipton; there it connected with  the express from Glasgow for Keighley and 
Leeds (arr.21-48) and with a stopping train to Bradford (arr. 22-18).

Holiday travel was recognized in the Saturday timetable, which shows additional fast trains from 
Bradford to Morecambe at 8-28 (arr. 10-28), and from Leeds to Morecambe at 10-40 (arr.12-50) 
and to Carnforth at 11-20 (arr.13-38). Returning holidaymakers had trains from Morecambe to 
Leeds at 10-15 (arr.12-50, after combining with a train from Carnforth at Wenningon). and to 
Bradford at11-10 (arr.13-10). 

The Sunday timetable shows three trains westbound and two eastbound. .Trains left Leeds for 
Morecambe at 6-10 (arr, 9-52), 17-45 (arr.20-35) and 21-30 (arr. 23-23), and Morecambe for Leeds 
at 8-25 (arr.11-28) and 18-50 (arr.22-05). One in each direction had a Carnforth portion; there were 
no trains to Ingleton. Bradford was served by connections at Skipton, often with quite a long wait; 
all trains stopped at most stations. 

Local trains continued to run at irregular but approximately hourly intervals on both routes 
between Lancaster and Morecambe - Lancaster Castle-Green Ayre-Morecambe Promenade and 
Lancaster Castle-Bare Lane-Morecambe Euston Road. Heysham was a restricted area during the 
war, and the timetable shows no electric trains between Morecambe Promenade and Heysham. In 
his book on the line, Martin Bairstow notes that these must have been running to carry workmen. 
The weekday timetable for the line to Yorkshire does show a connection to Morecambe from 
Heysham at 7-15 into the former “Residential”, which would have served boat passengers. 

All the intermediate stations between Shipley and Leeds closed in 1965. Apperley Bridge station, 
where several Morecambe trains called, is currently being re-built, and a station is also being built 
to serve a new residential and leisure development at Kirkstall Forge. This is about a mile west of 
the former Kirkstall station also mentioned above; Kirkstall Forge was a huge industrial complex, 
with its own railway system, and a station that closed in 1905 - no doubt a victim of Leeds`s 
developing tramway system..  

John Bearpark
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A Morecambe to Leeds train approaching Hellifield in the 1940s hauled by a LMS 
Compound 4-4-0, the typical motive power of the time.                       (Courtesy J.W. Hague)
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CONTACTS FOR LASRUG 
President and Press Officer - John Bearpark, 31, Northfield Crescent, Settle, North 
Yorkshire, BD24 9JP - Tel: 01729 822712  e-mail johnbearpark@gmail.com  
Joint Chairman - Richard Rollins, The Eyrie, 29, Waterside, Lancaster, LA1 1AY   
Tel: 01524 61090 e-mail richard.rollins3@googlemail.com 
Joint Chairman  - Hugh Turner, Kirk Syke, High Street, Gargrave, Skipton,  
North Yorkshire, BD23 3RA - Tel: 01756 748117  e-mail hught@uwclub.net 
Meetings Secretary - Kay Craven, 12, South Street, Gargrave, Skipton, 
North Yorkshire, BD23 3RT - Tel: 01756 749748  e-mail cravenpk@aol.com 
General Secretary and Publications Co-ordinator - To whom all items for the 
Newsletter should be sent - Gerald Townson, 5, Wenning Avenue, High Bentham, 
Lancaster, LA2 7LR Tel: 015242 61885  e-mail  gerald.townson@btinternet.com 
Membership Secretary and Newsletter Editor - Jack Warbrick, Lakeber House, Robin 
Lane , Bentham, Lancas te r, LA2 7AF - Te l : 015242 62031 e -mai l 
jsmazeppa@yahoo.co.uk 
Treasurer - Gareth Adams, 2 Rose Bank, Robin Lane, Bentham, Lancaster, LA2 7HL 
Tel: 015242 61182  e-mail gd.adams@tiscali.co.uk 
Committee Members - David Alder, Stephen Cross, Jim Trotman, Margaret Cowling, 
Simon Clark, Robert Starling, Lin Barrington, Paul Gardner. 
Website - LASRUG  www.lasrug.btck.co.uk
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EVENTS 
The Railway Correspondence and Travel Society Meetings Programme 

Meetings are held on Fridays at 7.30pm at the County Hotel, Lancaster Road, 
Carnforth, LA5 9LD. Secretary, Alan Sattenstall. Telephone: 01524 34840. 

10/4/15 - The LNWR Coal Tanks: Peter Skellon 

  8/5/15 - Mystery Photographs from the RCTS Archive:  John Broughton 

The Stephenson Locomotive Society Meetings Programme 
Meetings are held on Thursdays at 7.30pm in the St. John Ambulance Centre, off Sandes 
Avenue, Kendal, LA9 4LL. Chairman, Alan Wilson. Telephone: 01539 725100. 

  9/4/15 - Railways of Barrow:  Geoff Holme                  
                1950s and 60s photographs from the Andrews Collection. 

Carnforth Station Heritage Centre 
Monthly railway film nights will take place on 16th March, 20th April, 18th May  and the 15th 
June in the Furness and Midland Hall at 7.30 p.m.  
The programme can be viewed on the website:  www.carnforthstation.co.uk 

Railwayana fairs will be held on the station on 17th May and the 20th September.  Annual Model 
Railway Weekend, 22/23rd August. 

2015 is the 70th anniversary of the filming of Brief Encounter and an exhibition covering 
the work of David Lean, the director, will be showing in the Bateman Gallery from July to 
December. Some of his films will be shown too.

BUS-RAIL :  INTEGRATED TRANSPORT 
Members of the LASRUG committee and of 
FoSCL attended a meeting in Settle on 
Wednesday 4th March to establish a Southern 
Dales Transport Action Group.  The meeting 
was called by that tireless campaigner for better 
public transport in the Dales, Colin Speakman. 
The principal focus was on the bus and rail 
services associated with the A65 corridor 
between Kirkby Lonsdale and Skipton. 

Problems were aired, of course, not least by 
those representing bus users. The ‘Settle Needs 
Transport Survey 2014’ was referred to,  the 
chief findings of which were that service 
timings did not meet people’s needs (lacking 
early morning, evening and weekend services 
and missing connections) and that fares were 
too high. 

It was very useful to have at the meeting 
Matthew Sutton, whose company at Carnforth runs most of the current services in the area since 
the demise of Pennine Motors. Our chairman, Hugh Turner and I and Ruth Evans of FoSCL were 
able to present  matters from a rail perspective. Not surprisingly the main problems we 
highlighted were the want of connection between buses and trains and, just as in the case of 
buses, the lack of trains at times like early morning and late evening to enable commuting and 
longer day trips. 

Much comes back, as ever, to funding.  Mr Sutton explained that,  when contemplating the 
introduction of an additional bus service, official permission was no problem.  However, to put a 
bus on the road cost him £300 to begin with and, unless usage was correspondingly significant, 
such a venture could not be considered without, say, a county subsidy – probably out of the 
question in the present financial climate. 

At LASRUG we have been committed to road-rail integration  since our foundation, but the 
problems mentioned above have continually frustrated us.  To achieve suitable bus connections to 
Wennington and Bentham from the Lune valley villages, Kirkby Lonsdale and Ingleton that 
would enable sensibly timed outward and return journeys has been our ambition for decades. 

The meeting was introduced to a programme of bus trips made by a group in Clitheroe who 
encourage hesitant users to make the best of their buses for days out by the use of so-called ‘bus 
buddies’, who, rather like the walks leaders on our line and on the S & C, take responsibility  for 
helping the group to use the buses successfully in order to enjoy a day out. 

The meeting supported Mr Speakman in his wish to start this action group and, as one of its first 
actions, to publish later in the spring  a Southern Dales Travel Guide containing details of all 
public transport services relating to the area. However, whether we shall ever get the kind of 
interrelation between bus and rail that we at LASRUG hope for will depend on the relation 
between the new timetabling that will arise with the new franchises (as indicated on pages 2 to 4) 
and the will and ability of the bus operators to adjust their timings. 

Above all it was agreed that the two forms of public transport must not compete but co-operate.  

JSW

8

http://www.carnforthstation.co.uk
mailto:johnbearpark@gmail.com
mailto:richard.rollins3@googlemail.com
mailto:hught@uwclub.net
mailto:cravenpk@aol.com
mailto:gerald.townson@btinternet.com
mailto:jsmazeppa@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.lasrug.btck.co.uk
mailto:johnbearpark@gmail.com
mailto:richard.rollins3@googlemail.com
mailto:hught@uwclub.net
mailto:cravenpk@aol.com
mailto:gerald.townson@btinternet.com
mailto:jsmazeppa@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.lasrug.btck.co.uk
http://www.carnforthstation.co.uk


 

STATIONS WE HAVE LOST - No. 1 CATON 
The first in an occasional series recalling stations now no more between Skipton and Morecambe. 

In 1961 Caton lost its railway station, a station that had served its community since the ‘Little’ 
North Western Railway built the line in 1849-50. (The Leeds-Morecambe line was constructed 
from west and east, the final stretch being that between Bentham and Clapham.) There were 
teething troubles in the early months:  the first carriages were too wide;  the telegraph system was 
imperfect; and in January 1850 the 5 p.m. train from Lancaster derailed at Caton, for which the 
station master was rebuked. However a regular service soon established those close links between 
Morecambe and Leeds and (especially) Bradford which continued until the closure of the route 
from Wennington. 

Caton station looking towards Lancaster in Midland Railway days.      (Alan Young Collection) 

Caton station, unlike a number of the country stations on the line, was close to the centre of the 
village and so was well used, had a relatively large staff , a substantial goods depot, cattle pens and 
a signal box, amongst other things to control a level crossing necessary to this rural community to 
maintain access to the river and the meadows on its plain. The station buildings were generally in 
the ‘Tudor’ style typical of stations on the line but it is sometimes difficult in early photographs  to 
distinguish what is ‘Little’ North Western and what Midland Railway architecture. 

In the 1850s Caton, (which had a population of about 1,500 and was home to to several mills 
including one that was reputed to be the oldest cotton mill in England), had 4 trains a day each way 
and 2 each way on Sundays. By 1910 this had increased to 7 trains westwards and 9 eastwards, 
with 2 on Sundays. By 1938 this had increased to 9 trains westwards and 10 eastwards, but still 
only 2 each way on Sundays. By 1955, however, this had been reduced to 7 trains per day each 
way and 8 on Saturdays with no Sunday service. Not all westbound trains stopped here as they 
rushed eager holidaymakers or day-trippers from the West Riding to Morecambe Bay. But on 
Saturday there was always a late train back from the lights and noise of Morecambe returning 
locals to their quiet village before midnight. 
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Apart from day-to-day goods handled at all stations on the line, Caton also handled the products 
of its mills and cattle from the farmers in the wider area. 

Usage diminished in the 1950s and both the service and staff were reduced until the station 
closed in 1961, before the Beeching axe fell on the entire line from Wennington to Lancaster 
Green Ayre. 

Little now remains of the station but the backing walls to the platforms. The stationmaster’s  
house still stands with some modifications, as a private residence, and the goods shed has 
become a Catholic church thanks to negotiations between the parish priest of Hornby and British 
Rail. The ‘Little’North Western’s affection for arched windows meant that the goods shed was 
uncommonly well suited to its new ecclesiastical function. 

As one looks east or west from what remains, along the popular footpath and cycleway that has 
been created out of the trackbed, one cannot help thinking what a blessing a station here with a 
rail link into Lancaster would be for today’s commuters.             (Photographs, Gerald Townson)
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THOUGHTS ON A BELGIAN TRAIN 
During a recent regional journey in 
Belgium, one of our LASRUG 
members, Trevor Illston, gave thought 
to the services available in the 
carriage in which he was travelling. 

Within the main seating area, he noted 
that there were: air conditioning, 
electronic information boards, a clear 
announcement  system, a litter bin at 
each group of seats, a power socket at 
each pair of seats, a table for each 
seat, wifi available and automatic 
doors.  The facilities within the well-
maintained toilet cubicle included: a 
full-length mirror, a soap dispenser, 
and an electric hand dryer.   

The Department for Transport has 
clearly asked our new franchise 
bidders to make plans for new rolling 
stock but have also tasked them to 
come up with the ‘right standard and 

arrangement of train for the right route’.  This means that on a ‘scenic line’, like the Bentham line, 
some of the requirements for the stock would be different from those for a short commuter route.   

What sort of rolling stock would you like to see on the Bentham Line and what facilities would 
you like to see on board?  Please email or write to our Secretary with your thoughts.
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SATURDAY, 24TH OCTOBER 2015

A steam-hauled excursion to the 
medieval city of Chester

Full details from:
The Heritage Centre Manager

Carnforth Station
Warton Road, Carnforth, LA5 9TR

Telephone: 01524 735165

Provisional timings:
Carnforth depart 07.30, return 20.30

The train will also call at Wennington and Bentham 
to pick up and set down passengers.
A buffet car service will be available.

 Adult £75.00, Child (under15) £25.00


