
  

 
 

COMMUNITY RAIL LANCASHIRE 

ANNUAL REPORT 2013  



2 

 

What do they say about Community Rail  Lancashire? 

Brian, as ever, the visit (to Accrington) was fantastic. Your input, together with Marje, is always 

'spot on'. The children were buzzing yesterday.  They completed the remaining art & craft work - 

its now ready for display.  

 

During our literacy lesson this morning the children are creating a fantasy story involving a train 

ride!  Its for assessment - we may put some on the website! 

 
Janet Ennis, Class 4 Teacher, Padiham Green Primary School 

As Headteacher of Huncoat Primary School I would like to formally share my appreciation for the 

valuable, ongoing community work that has allowed our school to develop close links with Com-

munity Rail Lancashire. 

 

Over the last two years we have participated in numerous events and activities that have been 

developed by Brian Haworth and his community rail colleagues. 

 

The children of Huncoat have enjoyed significant opportunities to enhance their learning and to 

engage with some valuable and unique focused projects. 

 

As a school it has also increased our awareness of the opportunities that the local rail network 

can provide as a facility for the school. We have planned a number of activities in the local vicin-

ity where we have used the local station and train network as a viable transport method for 

school travel. 

 

The links which have been developed with community rail continue to go from strength to 

strength and are now an important element of our schools planned curriculum. 

 
S Crosier, Headteacher, Huncoat Primary School 

The long established partnership between ELCRP and the Great British R & B Festival is extremely 

important to the Festival and to Pendle as a whole.  

 

The contribution made is invaluable, in terms of helping Pendle Leisure Trust to market the Festival 

months before the event; the train services including the additional late trains provided 

by  Northern Rail allows the Festival visitors more flexibility in getting to and from the event; The 

Music Train on the first evening of the Festival has now become a regular part of the weekend 

and really kick starts the Festival off in style 

 

And finally the financial contribution made enables the Festival to continue and to grow 

 

Thanks Alison, Alison Goode, Executive Manager Development, Pendle Leisure Trust 
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INTRODUCTION 

Growing the Railway 

 

Community Rail Lancashire (CRL) has been successful again in helping to grow the rail market 

across the four designated lines in Lancashire.  This is a great achievement and is the result of 

some very successful partnership working and the input of a large number of people from the 

Community Rail Partnership Officers to the many station volunteers who give generously of their 

time.  Naming names is always dangerous but this report would not be complete if it did not ac-

knowledge the tremendous support from Marjorie Birch, Vice Chair of the East Lancashire and 

Clitheroe Line CRPs, ACoRP Board Member and volunteer who helps deliver the school pro-

gramme.  By the same token the input from Craig Ward and Howard Hammersley, of the Lanca-

shire Rail Ramblers, is also significant in delivering the extensive guided walk programme on 

DalesRail, in East Lancashire and on the new Ribble Valley Rambler. Also to be thanked are Craig 

Harrop, Northern Rail's Client & Stakeholder Manager for Lancs and Cumbria and Iain Aldred, 

Northern's Marketing Manager whose continued support is invaluable. 

 

CRL is lucky to have four very strong partnerships which are ably led by their chairs and manage-

ment groups.  As the chair’s comments testify they have been far from idle over the last 12 

months. 

 

There have been many highlights over the year but for me the most significant have been: 

 

• The Community Rail Lancashire Station of the Year competition.  The joint winners were two 

stations not actually in Lancashire (!) namely Bentham and Meols Cop.  As the standard was 

so high there were also two highly commended stations namely Huncoat and Nelson.  The 

work of volunteers in making stations attractive places to board and alight trains is invalu-

able and they of course also act as ambassadors in the community, selling the product and 

enthusing new people to try the train or get involved at their local station.  We will continue 

to work with new partnerships and support existing ones. 

 

• The school work CRL does with key stage 2 pupils continues to grow.  To date we have been 

involved with around 5500 pupils, teachers and parents.  The CRL base at Accrington often 

has parties of school children carrying out a range of activities teaching them about the 

railway: such as how to use a train and read a timetable.  This is done in a positive way as I 

think there are too many negative messages out there about how dangerous the railway is.  

This is true of almost anything in the modern world and the railway is no more or no less full of 

dangers.  Pupils need to know what these are and how to respect the railway environment 

BUT they also need to be encouraged to use the train not to stay away.  We are very ap-

preciative of the support we get from PCSO Dax Byrne-Turner of the British Transport Police 

based at Preston, who works with the pupils on rail safety. 

 

• Reaching out to ethnic and other hard to reach groups has been a key focus of the North-

ern Community Ambassador project.  Helping people to understand how to use the railway 

can be the passport to expanding their horizons and the first step in getting them into higher 

paid work away from their home town. This project works with CRL and is receiving 50% 

funding from the EU funded Interreg IVB Citizens' Rail project. 

 

• The same Interreg project is also part funding the exciting new station at Burnley Manches-

ter Road.  This will provide a new state of the art booking & information office to be staffed 

by Northern Rail as well as a base for the East Lancashire CRP and the Northern Community 

Ambassadors.  The start of works event took place on the 15th August, 2013.  Richard Watts 

speaking for CRL and the Citizens' Rail project commented at the event that "This is a signifi-

cant project demonstrating the importance of rail connectivity as a driver of local econo-

mies." 
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INTRODUCTION 

• We continue to support ACoRP events attending the regional members' seminars; confer-

ences such as the Small Stations Conference held in Birmingham on the 9th May at which I 

was a speaker and the Community Rail Awards.  Whilst on the subject of ACoRP I am now a 

Board Member of ACoRP for CRL. 
 

• Of course funding is critical to all we do and achieve and this is down to our many sponsors 

including Northern Rail, TfGM, Merseytravel, Blackburn with Darwen BC, Ribble Valley BC, 

Blackpool BC and not forgetting Lancashire CC.  A big thank you for your continuing confi-

dence in CRL in delivering growth and contributing to the economic and social well being 

of Lancashire. 
 

• We have worked hard this year to develop the Community Rail Lancashire (CRL) brand and 

new posters have been produced (see front cover) for display in branded notice boards 

and Accrington station has been branded as 'the home of Community Rail Lancashire'. 
 

• There is of course much more and some of this features elsewhere in this report including the 

Heart of Huncoat project and Darren's Day Out – both ground breaking projects. 
 

• Services have been improved between Manchester and Blackburn; Blackpool and Hellifield 

and Preston and Ormskirk.  Improving local trains is key to developing new markets and 

strengthening existing ones. 
 

• Lastly CRL has been successful again in achieving success with the designated line Commu-

nity Rail Development Fund in bringing in grants to support a range of projects.  Thank you 

DfT, Network Rail and ACoRP it is a useful fund. 

 

So what are the key challenges facing CRL over the next 12 months?  Here are just a few for start-

ers: 

 

• Refranchising always raises uncertainties. Next year will see CRL involved in the various con-

sultations on the new franchise that will be led by the DfT. 

 

• Devolution will be moving forward following a (hoped for) double amber from the Secretary 

of State in November.  Community Rail is already working with Rail North, DfT and ACoRP in 

shaping how devolution will continue to support CRPs. 

 

• Funding remains a key issue especially as local authorities face even more cuts over the 

next three years. 

 

• The CRL website will also be reviewed and changed.  It is time for a fresh approach to this 

without losing what makes the CRL family of websites so good. 

 

In all 2013 has been a busy and successful year.  A strong partnership, active management 

groups and strong community support is a heady cocktail.  Our task is to keep all that going for 

the future so that our railways go from strength to strength. 
 

The following sections set out the achievements of the four community rail partnerships covered 

by this report and which I commend to you.  

 

 

 

 

 
Richard Watts 

Partnership Secretary 

Community Rail Lancashire 
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COMMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 

ON BEHALF OF THE EAST LANCASHIRE & CLITHEROE LINE PARTNERSHIPS I once again welcome the 

opportunity to say a big thank you to local authority, rail industry and BTP colleagues, to local 

schools and businesses, friends of stations/rail user groups and our resident artist Alastair Nicholson 

for their help in enabling us to improve the journey experience of our local rail users. 
 

2013 has been another successful year for delivering projects that have increased patronage on 

our local lines, improved the service offer and the passenger waiting environment.  
 

With our partners we have introduced new services (Ribble Valley Rambler), improved service 

frequencies (Saturday service to Manchester from Blackburn), improved waiting environments 

(Mill Hill station), inspired local community groups and school children through the arts and horti-

culture (Huncoat), assisted the development of rail strategies (LTRS) and even built our first hotel 

(don’t worry Travelodge its for bees and bugs only!). 
 

A highlight for me this year has been the Heart of Huncoat and Hands on Huncoat projects 

which, thanks to the local primary school and friends of station group, have helped to transform 

this little station through impressive floral displays and artwork including cast aluminium additions 

to the shelters. As with many stations along our local rail lines Huncoat has a rich industrial past 

and this was reflected in this project and I am delighted to say all the hard work was rewarded at 

this years Community Rail Lancashire Station of the Year awards and the prestigious Community 

Rail Awards. 
 

Another award winning project delivered this year was the Darren's Day Out short animation 

which was featured at the Darwen People and Planet Film Festival. Using animation from local 

schools a lovely short story was created which was shown over 750 times during the course of film 

festival. Highly commended at the Community Rail Awards the film will also be showcased at 

Great Minster House the home of the Department for Transport. 
 

Our work with schools is now nationally recognised as best practice and this year our community 

rail officers have met with a number of CRPs across the country and even Scotland who have 

been interested to know more about what we do – a great endorsement even if they do end up 

beating us to top spot at award ceremonies!  
 

Other projects which I feel need special mention include the repainting of the Nelson subway 

thanks to the hard work of the Friends of Pendle stations group, and the further development of 

the very popular scholars pass thanks to Northern Rail which has dramatically increased passen-

ger loadings at Ribble Valley stations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The introduction of a new winter service is also worthy of praise. The brand new Ribble Valley 

Rambler service started on Sunday 15th September bridging a gap of 51 years since the last regu-

lar service train ran between Blackburn and Hellifield. Thanks to the hard work of many groups 

including Ribble Valley Rail, Friends of the Settle-Carlisle Line, Friends of DalesRail and the Lanca-

shire Rail Ramblers the new service offers the opportunity to enjoy the ever changing scenery of 

the Ribble Valley and Dales throughout the autumn and winter. 
 

We look forward to yet another successful year in 2014 with many exciting projects already un-

derway! 
James Syson 
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COMMENTS FROM THE CHAIR 

AS NEWLY ELECTED CHAIR OF THE WEST LANCASHIRE COMMUNITY RAIL PARTNERSHIP I was not only 

honoured to be nominated but I knew from previous experience of being a member of the part-

nership we have great partners and exceptional friends of groups who really do make things 

happen. The beauty of West Lancashire Community Rail Partnership is the eagerness all partners 

involved show.  There never has been a truer saying that the sum of the whole is greater than the 

individual parts.  
 

Our stations have received national awards, and our volunteers continue to show their commit-

ments to their communities by creating an environment at stations that many of us enjoy. I be-

lieve through true partnership working we will continue to deliver and keep our community rail 

lines at the hub of our communities. 
 

Marion Atkinson 

IT HAS BEEN A BUSIER YEAR THAN USUAL FOR THE SOUTH FYLDE LINE COMMUNITY RAIL PARTNERSHIP. 

As well as supporting a Kite Festival and the Carnival in St Anne’s there has been activity all along 

the Line 
 

At St. Anne’s station the station adopters from the Blackpool and Fylde Rail User Association 

(BAFRUA) have worked alongside supporters of St Anne’s in Bloom to develop and improve a ne-

glected corner of the station forecourt. With guidance and assistance from Fylde Borough Coun-

cil and a grant from the Town Council together with funding from BAFRUA and In Bloom, the vol-

unteers created a cultivated area and signalled a start to possible further improvements for the 

station site in 2014.  
 

The adopters group, saddened by the loss of Roger Bigley, one of their volunteers, erected a 

plaque in his memory on the fencing bordering the site. The newly planted garden was identified 

by the North West In Bloom judges as ‘worthy of note’ on their visit to the town and as a result the 

group were awarded a Neighbourhood Award in the ‘Thriving’ category.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

At Ansdell & Fairhaven station a friends of station group has been formed to take on the day to 

day maintenance of the work carried out during the Open Golf tournament in 2012.  
  

Whilst at Lytham Station planters provided by Lytham In Bloom indicated that herbs and vegeta-

bles were taking pride of place alongside the station buildings.  
 

There have been some interesting developments at Blackpool South, with community groups 

and councillors eager to see some improvements around the station site. Different agencies are 

working together to address issues surrounding fly-tipping/refuse dumping close to the station 

and plans are being drawn up  for pupils’ artwork to be displayed.   
 

The CRP successfully launched two railway walks during the year. The walks are designed to en-

courage visitors to the area by offering self guided walks starting and finishing at different stations 

along the line. Details of the walks can be found on page 11 of this report. 
 

Tony Ford 
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COMMUNITY RAIL RIDERSHIP 

The Community Rail Strategy launched by the Strategic Rail Authority in November 2004 and re-

viewed by the Department for Transport in March  2007 is designed to involve local communities 

in the development, and running, of  local and rural routes and stations and has four key aims: 
 

• To increase revenue; 

• To reduce costs; 

• To increase community involvement; and 

• To support social and economic development. 
 

Point one of the strategy says that community rail should increase revenue and this is directly 

linked to increased ridership. In order to evaluate ridership the Lancashire Community Rail Part-

nerships employ Eden Business Analysis, an independent consultancy based in York, to provide 

passenger figures for the Clitheroe to Manchester Victoria, Preston to Colne, Preston to Blackpool 

South and Preston to Ormskirk lines.    
 

Eden Business has access to Lennon data through an arrangement with Northern Rail’s Head-

quarters in York and produces a twice yearly report giving the CRPs data on passenger numbers, 

station footfall and flows. 
 

As can be seen from the graphs below all four lines have seen significant rises in patronage over 

the last six years and very steep rises between 2009/10 and 2012/13. The Clitheroe Line has risen 

from 1.56 million journeys in 2006/7 to 1.92 million in 2012/13 - a  23.1% rise. The East Lancs Line has 

seen a increase of 56.4% in the same time. The South Fylde Line and West of Lancs lines have 

seen an upturn of 9.2% and 12.9% respectively.       

The figures confirm that the work community rail partnerships, and volunteers of the station part-

nerships and rail user groups carry out, continues to encourage the use of local stations and ser-

vices and, from feedback, that people do actually like to use railways. Couple this with the route 

specific marketing efforts of Northern Rail, introduction of new services and the tireless work of the 

Development Officers, and it is evident that the Lancashire CRPs definitely have the right formula 

for success.    
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WEBSITES AND SOCIAL MEDIA 

Websites continue to be an essential tool for promoting the work of the Lancashire Community 

Rail Partnerships. The main CRL website continues to be the busiest, getting around 3,500 unique 

visits a month and the total number of visits to all websites, including DalesRail, is now well over 

7,500 a month. 

The websites are used primarily as a con-

duit for news and project updates but also 

provide basic information such as timeta-

bles for the various routes and information 

about engineering works that may affect 

community rail lines.  

 

The site also carries a comprehensive 

data base of publicity produced by the 

CRPs and links to partners websites and 

tourism destinations. 

 

The forthcoming events pages are used to 

promote rail user group and friends of sta-

tions group meetings along with a host of 

other events that are accessible by rail including concerts, slide shows, firework displays and 

other major events such as Blackpool Illuminations. All the main CRP sites and DalesRail now in-

clude the Northern Rail widget allowing visitors to the sites to book travel tickets directly with 

Northern Rail. 

 

Community Rail Lancashire is also now managing a brand new website for the Ribble Valley 

Rambler service and this can be found at ribblevalleyrambler.wordpress.com. The site has al-

ready had 1716 visits and 6448 views (pages seen). Other social media such as Twitter and blog-

ging are being used to try and increase the number of younger people that use our community 

rail lines. The CRL Twitter account @comunityrailman has 46 followers and has sent over 720 

tweets to date. The Communityrailman blog (http://communityrailman.wordpress.com) contin-

ues to be a slightly more informal way of keeping followers, through Facebook and Twitter,  up to 

date with the work of the five CRPs. 

 

The CRP websites have been active now since June 2009 and over the next few months we are 

looking to overhaul them and possible change the format to modernise them in keeping with 

other community rail sites.      

MEDIA COVERAGE 

Community Rail Lancashire continues to get good media coverage for its projects and events.  

Press releases are the main way of getting coverage especially in local papers such as the Lan-

cashire Telegraph, the Clitheroe Advertiser and Times and the Nelson Leader. 
 

Some of the bigger events that have got coverage include the unveiling of the Heart of Huncoat 

Project, Darren’s Day Out, the start of the Ribble Valley Rambler, and the start of works at Burnley 

Manchester Road station. Sponsorship of events like the St. Anne’s Carnival, the St. Anne’s Kite 

Festival and the Colne Rhythm & Blues Festival have made the local papers as well as the various 

programmes and publicity for the individual events. 
 

Larger circulation magazines including Lancashire Magazine, Ribble Valley Live and Northern 

Rail’s Connections magazine have also carried stories about the various partnerships and the 

work we do. Media coverage is an important way of  promoting rail travel on community rail lines 

and Community Rail Lancashire will continue to issue press releases and get other media cover 

whenever possible.            
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SERVICE DEVELOPMENT 

Service development has always been high on the agenda of the Lancashire CRPs and appears 

in all the action plans. After the 2012 DalesRail season finished it was agreed that we should re-

view DalesRail to see if there was a way of refreshing the service and if anything else might be 

gained if changes were made. 

 

It was agreed with Northern Rail and the Department for Transport that the DalesRail service 

should be reduced to just one train on summer Sundays running in the times of the first service. 

Using the savings by not running the second DalesRail service it was also possible to introduce an 

additional Saturdays only service from Manchester Victoria to Blackburn and return giving an 

11.30 departure from Blackburn which gives a half hourly service to Manchester throughout the 

morning period.  

 

The Clitheroe Line and East Lancs CRPs were also keen to explore the possibilities of introducing a 

new winter Sunday service between Blackburn and Hellifield and after much discussion  this was 

made possible using the DalesRail savings. After a few attempts the new service was branded as 

the Ribble Valley Rambler and a successful bid to the Designated Community Rail Development 

Fund (DCRDF) was made to help promote the new service. Northern Rail created new fares for 

the route and these along with the timetable for the service were include in a new leaflet. 

 

Promotion of the service has also included a website dedicated to the new service and also 

posters (see back cover) that are displayed in the CRP branded notice boards that have spread 

along both the lines in East Lancashire. Part of the DCRDF grant also allowed for a trial of some 

CRP branded running in boards at the stations along the Clitheroe Line that advertise a local at-

traction, such as at Clitheroe - ‘Alight here for Clitheroe Castle’.      

DALESRAIL 2013 

Although some changes were made to DalesRail for the 2013 season (see article above) it 

proved to be a very successful year, which maybe partly down to the weather! Overall 2767 pas-

sengers travelled on the service in 2013 giving an average loading of 163 per Sunday, better than 

2012 when the average was 141. The Lancashire Rail Ramblers arranged and led over 90 walks 

over the 17 Sundays. 

 

The best station for numbers joining the service was Clitheroe with 459 passengers boarding. 

Blackburn and Preston were next with 353 and 348 respectively, and then Whalley with 271 and 

Bamber Bridge with 251.     
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COMMUNITY AMBASSADORS 

The Ambassadors have built on their outstanding reputation during 2013 and have now taken 925 

people on accessibility trips so far this year. This commitment and achievement has been recog-

nised at local and international level.  

 

At the European Rail Congress Awards in London in November, the team won the ‘Customer ser-

vice and information excellence’ award.  This was a huge achievement as they were up against 

nine other shortlisted initiatives, including Network Rail and Transport for London for the 2012 Olym-

pic and Paralympic Games. This scheme was recognised by the judges for its success in attracting 

Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) and socially excluded groups onto our services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

On a more local level, our customers also recognise the scheme’s benefits. One customer wrote 

to tell us: 

I really wanted to thank you for the train training session you did with the Skil (sic) group from Col-

lege on Monday. The students had an amazing time and were able to recount the details of their 

morning and how to use the trains effectively when we got back. These students have profound 

and complex learning difficulties with some serious potential behavioural problems, but thanks to 

your support we had an incident free journey. I would also like to commend all the rail and station 

staff who engaged with the students, having fun and giving them a memorable experience. 

Thank you once again for your help and support. Following this I feel more confident in taking the 

group out more on train journeys in the future. 

 

Even with these successes, the team are always looking for new ways to attract people to rail 

travel. A recent initiative has been to link up with the Northern training team to offer an alterna-

tive destination for accessibility trips particularly for students.  

 

This has a dual purpose – to attract students to try train travel for their commute to college and 

also to give them an appreciation of the variety of roles available within the rail industry if they are 

thinking about jobs or apprenticeships after finishing full time education.   

This has been used for a group from the Prince’s Trust. The trust works with disadvantaged young 

people who may have been in trouble with the law, may have lived in care homes for long peri-

ods, those who have struggled at school and those who are long-term unemployed. The aim is to 

help give the young people confidence and life skills to enable them to gain regular employ-

ment. By showing them the option of travelling to work by train and other job roles that they may 

not have considered, trips such as these help to give the young people choices that they may 

not otherwise have had.  

 

Many other people from a variety of excluded backgrounds across the Northern network have 

benefited enormously from the scheme. Their confidence in rail travel has grown and this clearly 

demonstrates how valuable personal contact and support is to vulnerable people in our local 

communities. 

 

Julia Clayton 
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ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS 

The South Fylde Line CRP has recently launched its latest project called 'Walking with the Com-

munity'. The project is a series of self-guide walks based on stations in the Fylde area of the Pre-

ston to Blackpool South Line. The project's aim is to increase patronage on the line and to en-

courage locals and visitors alike to discover some of the history of the area. The walks are all rea-

sonably short and are suitable for those who have been prescribed walking for health reasons. 

 

The first two walks in the project were launched in style by Tony Ford, the CRP Chair, with the lo-

cal Mayor and Town Crier in attendance. Walk 1 is a town trail around St. Anne's and is a rewrite 

of an original document developed by St. Anne's Town Council and includes a start at the rail-

way station. Walk 2 starts at Lytham station and takes in the grounds of Lytham Hall, once the 

home of the Clifton family, and then via Witch Wood to Ansdell & Fairhaven station. 

Other walks are under development and will include a coastal walk from Lytham to St. Annes via 

the wildlife haven of Fairhaven Lake and a fourth walk around the town of Lytham. 

 

The first two walks can be downloaded from the Community Rail Lancashire website, or hard 

copies can be requested by contacting Simon Clarke on 01254 386579. 

 

The 'Walking with the Community' project has been part funded by the Community Rail Develop-

ment Fund, St. Anne's Town Council and The South Fylde Line CRP and have been developed by 

Tony Ford and Simon Clarke with help from the local ramblers organisation. 

 

The attractive leaflets above were designed by Source Creative, a small design company based 

in Blackburn, and have been distributed throughout the Community Rail Lancashire area. The 

leaflet is in a self-guide format and is peppered with images form the walk it covers.     

WALKING WITH THE COMMUNITY - SOUTH FYLDE LINE CRP  
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ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS 

HEART OF HUNCOAT - EAST LANCS CRP  

The Project: 
 

The East Lancashire CRP works closely with the local station adoption group ‘Hands on Huncoat’ 

who have significantly improved the environs of the station over the last 2 years.  To develop their 

work and to highlight the rich local industrial history the group wanted to involve the local primary 

school in a project based around the station. 
 

To do this ‘Hands on Huncoat’ approached Brian Haworth the CRDO for the line who in turn 

spoke to the head teacher of the local primary school, who could see the possibilities of being 

involved in the project.  In partnership with ELCRP the ‘Heart of Huncoat’ project was developed 

to involve the local school in developing artwork for display at the station and increase the visibil-

ity of the station to the local community.  The ELCRP brought in local artist Alastair Nicholson who 

has worked closely with the year 5 group in developing some very original artwork for the station.  
 

The stages of the project were as follows: 
 

• Alastair Nicholson was commissioned to work with year 5 pupils in Huncoat Primary School; 

• The pupils designed artwork that would be made into clay mouldings ready for casting at a 

local foundry; 

• Pupils were taken by train to the foundry to see their mouldings made into metal castings; 

• The castings were fixed to the two passenger waiting shelters at Huncoat station; 

• In addition the pupils were introduced to ‘Brian the Bull’ and have visited Accrington Eco 

Station; and 

• Research has also taken place into the local industrial history of the station environs. 

The outcomes: 
 

• Year 5 pupils from Huncoat Primary School worked with the ELCRP and local artist Alastair 

Nicholson to produce art work for display at the station; 

• The pupils have learnt how to use the train through their trip to the foundry at Blackburn; 

• Pupils have carried out research into their local industrial history and its links with the railway 

and have written creative work in class; 

• The pupils have learned about volunteering from ‘Hands on Huncoat’ and they will carry 

out some gardening projects at the station later this year. 
 

Conclusion: 
 

The whole project was undertaken in a small village and linked the school children with older resi-

dents who volunteer at the station, this has helped to raise the profile of the station and railway 

with potential new users. 
 

Encouraging use of local railways is easily linked into the educational curriculum and getting the 

green travel idea into children at a relatively young age is vital to sustain local rail services for the 

future. 
 

An added bonus was the school visit to a local foundry to see their castings produced an event 

that will live long in the children's memory. 
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ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS 

DARREN’S DAY OUT - CLITHEROE LINE CRP  

The project: 

 

To create a short animated film called ‘Darren’s Day Out’ to be shown at the Darwen People 

and Planet Film Festival in February 2013. The Film Festival was a Blackburn with Darwen Borough 

Council initiative with a working title of Destination Darwen and was designed to promote the use 

of the Manchester to Clitheroe line and particularly to encourage people to visit Darwen by rail. 

 

Five primary schools were directly involved in creating the animated film and around 155 pupils 

and 25 teachers and parents were involved. Brian Haworth and Marjorie Birch from the Clitheroe 

Line CRP worked with artist Alastair Nicholson in the schools to create artwork that was converted 

into a 10 minute animated film. Darwen Tower, a local landmark, had been damaged in a storm 

in November 2010 and the top had blown off. The story line of the film is how the tower comes to 

life as ‘Darren’ and goes by train to Accrington to get a new hat!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The outcomes: 

 

• During the making of the film all the schools involved were introduced to rail travel and vis-

ited either the eco station at Accrington or the film festival in Darwen; 

• The short animation was shown before every screening during the film festival over the two 

weeks and around 800 people visited the festival of which 33% were children; 

• All publicity for the ‘green themed’ film festival included a plug for the Clitheroe Line and 

this included local press releases and radio coverage; 

• Children who visited the festival were also invited to get involved in workshops at  the venue 

which involved techniques for creating short animations with a green theme. 

 
Conclusions: 

 

The organisers of the festival were very pleased with visitor numbers and with the involvement of 

the CRP. The message to use rail travel to the festival was heavily emphasised and taken up.  The 

involvement of young children was excellent and linking rail travel into their animation film was 

positive.  Several schools travelled to the film festival by rail and this introduced many children 

who had never been on a train before to rail travel.   

 

The link the festival made to environmental issues was good and promoted good , positive re-

ports in the local media. Linking curriculum based learning into rail projects is a winner. There is no 

better way of promoting future local rail use than with children through planned educational pro-

jects. All in all a very successful project! 
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ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS 

‘Art on the Tracks’ was the name of the 2013 Community Rail Art Exhibition that was displayed in 

the Platform Gallery in Clitheroe over the October half term week.  

 

Two local schools; Brookside Primary School, Clitheroe & Whalley Primary School were involved 

this year and the two groups of children produced two very different themed pieces of art work 

for the gallery. Both schools worked with local artist Alastair Nicholson and Brian Haworth & 

Marjorie Birch from the Clitheroe Line CRP in class to produce strikingly attractive displays.  

 

Brookside’s work reflected the journey on the new Ribble Valley Rambler service between Black-

burn and Hellifield and was converted into a digitally printed ‘finger labyrinth’.  

 

Whalley concentrated on Whalley Viaduct, the 48 arch structure that strides across the valley 

near the school, and their work was an interpretation of what each child saw through the arches. 

The individual paintings were displayed and also photographed and made into a huge jigsaw 

puzzle.     

 

Funding for the 2013 project came from Ribble Valley Borough Council via the Platform Gallery.   

ART ON THE TRACKS -  CLITHEROE LINE CRP  

COMMUNITY RAIL LANCASHIRE AT THE DEPART MENT FOR TRANSPORT  

Community Rail Lancashire were invited to be the first of the 

countries CRPs to create a display to be shown in the reception 

area of Great Minster House, home of the Department for 

Transport. 
 

In total four vinyl pull up banners were made for the display 

along with a selection of the publicity that has been published 

by the various Lancashire CRPs over the last few years. 
 

The display was in place for a week from November 15th and 

was seen by everyone who visited the DfT over that period.  

Baroness Kramer, Minister of State for Transport spent over 30 

minutes looking at the display and expressed great interest in 

the work that Community Rail Lancashire does to promote rail 

travel.  
 

The Minister also expressed an interest in visiting Lancashire 

soon to see, on the ground, the projects that the five partner-

ships have been involved with.    
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PROMOTING PRESTON TO ORMSKIRK - WEST OF LANCASHIRE CRP  

Following the designation of the Preston to Ormskirk route and service in September 2011 work 

was able to start in improving the somewhat haphazard nature of the service on the line. Working 

with Northern Rail and Network Rail some minor changes to the timetable were proposed and 

these are now in place. 

ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS 

Part of the benefit of being a designated line is that funding is avail-

able through the Designated Community Rail Development Fund, a 

source of funding provided by the Department for Transport, Network 

Rail and ACoRP specifically to help develop designated lines and ser-

vices. 

 

The West of Lancashire CRP working with Northern Rail’s Marketing 

Team used a successful DCRDF grant to develop a promotional guide 

for the Preston to Ormskirk line.  The guide (shown left) contains the 

current timetable and fares laid out in simple to read format along 

with details of places to visit on the line. Details of onward travel 

through connections at Preston and Ormskirk are also included. 

 

The guide has been distributed throughout the area surrounding the 

line by volunteers from the local rail user group the Ormskirk & Preston 

Travellers Association. 

 

Passenger numbers are on the increase as can be seen in the table on 

page 6 of this report. Numbers are up by around 13% on the previous 

year and this can partly be attributed to an increase in numbers of stu-

dents using the line to travel daily to Edge Hill University in Ormskirk and 

Also to the University of Central Lancashire in Preston. 

 

The amended timetable now gives a roughly hourly service pattern in the peak times and a 90 

minute service in the off peak with late trains running allowing travel to and from evening events.  

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION PROGRAMME - CLITHEROE LINE & EAST LANCS CRPs   

The Clitheroe Line & East Lancashire CRPs’ Schools and Education Programme goes from strength 

to strength with in excess of 5500 pupils, teachers and parents having been involved in some way 

with projects or visits to the eco station at Accrington. Most schools continue the work started in 

the bunker at Accrington back in class as it meets the needs of the curriculum for the age group. 

The picture on the right shows 

how children at St. Anne’s and St. 

Joseph’s RC Primary school in Ac-

crington developed work that 

they had started at the session in 

the bunker at the station. 

 

They have finished the map of the 

journey they made by train and 

have made a superb model of 

Accrington viaduct including the 

roundabout and a number of 

buses and have highlighted some 

of the safety messages they 

learned on the day.  
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SPONSORSHIP 

The Lancashire Community Rail Partnerships have once again sponsored a number of events in 

2013. The main sponsorship link is the Great British Rhythm & Blues Festival that takes place each 

August bank holiday in Colne. Working with our partners Pendle Leisure Trust, Northern Rail and 

Moorhouse’s Brewery, the East Lancashire CRP provides a ‘music and ale’ train on the opening 

evening. Also working with Northern Rail we have for the last eight years arranged for later trains 

from Colne to help festival goers get home after the event. 

Smaller sponsorship deals have seen publicity pro-

vided for the St. Anne’s Town Carnival and for the 

first time the St. Anne’s Kite Festival. Both these 

events take place in July each year and the South 

Fylde CRP works with Northern Rail to encourage 

people visiting the events to travel by train.  

 

Also in 2013 the Lancashire CRPs have sponsored 

two local CAMRA Beer Festivals, the first in May in 

Clitheroe and then the second in September in 

Burnley. The sponsorship takes the form of providing  

funding for the festival glasses that are branded with 

the CRP logo. 

 

Sponsorship however small or large gives a high pro-

file to the CRP and rail travel in general. Whether it is 

40 ft stage banners, double royal posters, glasses or 

timetable leaflets it all helps to get rail into the psy-

che of visitors to the events and feedback from the 

event organisers confirms that more and more peo-

ple are leaving the car at home and letting the train 

take the strain.  

 

Two of the mantras of the Government’s Community        

Rail Strategy is increased ridership and community involvement and CRP event sponsorship does 

both of these in (buckets and) spades and helps keep one of the most sustainable methods of 

travel at the forefront of peoples minds! 

STATION OF THE YEAR 

Once again in 2013 the Lancashire Community Rail Partnerships ran a Station of the Year compe-

tition. The competition, and presentation ceremony, is to recognise the hard work and volunteer 

time that the Friends of Stations groups and station adopters put in each year to look after their 

stations. The work can be a simple as litter picking and general tidying up right the way through 

to planting flowers beds and designing floral displays for ’Britain in Bloom’ competitions.  
 

Volunteer time is recognised nationally as being worth £15 per hour and across the Lancashire 

CRP area we have 26 stations that are actively supported by volunteers. If these volunteers 

spend 2 hours per week (a very conservative estimate) working on the station and its environs this 

means around £37,500 of added value.  
 

As in 2012 the judge found it difficult to identifying a winner and the result was that there were 

two joint winners. Friends of Meols Cop Station and Friends of Bentham Station. There were also 

two groups highly commended, Friends of Pendle Stations for Nelson and Hands on Huncoat 

(one of last year’s joint winners).  

 

The judge said; “all the stations deserve to be winners and I am once again in awe of the 

amount of work that goes into keeping the stations looking like they do, the stations are credit to 

those who do this work and choose to bring the station and community closer together.”      
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STATION PARTNERSHIPS 

Elsewhere in this annual report we have covered the Lancashire CRPs Station of the Year compe-

tition which is a celebration of the great work that a host of volunteers carry out on a number of 

stations on the seven lines covered by Community Rail Lancashire (CRL). This is only part of the 

story though. 
 

There are fifty seven stations in total under the CRL umbrella and twenty six of these are 

‘adopted’ by friends of station groups, Britain in Bloom groups, Prospects groups, rail user groups 

or by individuals. But only seven of the twenty six entered the Station of the Year competition. 

There are many reasons why some stations don’t enter this type of competition but for whatever 

reason it doesn’t mean they don’t care, or take as much pride in their station! 
 

Nearly all of the stations ‘adopted’ by groups are looked after by volunteers, Blackburn being the 

exception where staff look after the planters. Volunteer time is given up freely and often in huge 

amounts but that doesn’t mean that this time hasn’t any value. Volunteer time can be calcu-

lated and used as match funding for all sorts of bids for grants from funding sources. 
 

Nationally volunteer time is recognised as being worth £15 per hour and if the groups only spend 

three hours a week in total on their stations, which is some cases is a very conservative estimate, 

the value of this time amounts to around £60,000. 
 

Some of the Friends of Stations groups are happy to look after the operational areas of the sta-

tion such as the Friends of Pendle stations that look after Nelson and Brierfield stations and Rishton 

Prospects that look after Rishton station. Other groups are more ambitious and want to take on 

disused areas of their stations such as Friends of Croston, Friends of Burscough Stations and Ly-

tham in Bloom who also look after disused platforms under a licence agreement with Network 

Rail. Some groups such as Ribble Valley Rail look after nearly all the stations on the route between 

Clitheroe and Bolton. 
 

There a few stations where people might think there isn’t anything much happening because 

there isn’t a magnificent display of colourful flowers and shrubs, but these stations such as Ac-

crington have been ‘adopted’ by incredible edible groups and grow vegetables, herbs and fruit 

on the stations for the benefit of passengers. 
 

Whatever the station and whichever the group the fact that the volunteers spend time on the 

stations means that the station gets a cared for look and brings in into the heart of the commu-

nity. It also helps reduces the amount of antisocial behaviour and  petty crime on the stations 

and makes it a more desirable place to wait for your train, which is often reflected in higher pas-

senger footfall at the station.         



18 

 

WHO’S WHO 

Richard Watts Partnership Secretary richard.watts@lancashire.gov.uk 

01254 386579 

Brian Haworth CRDO brian.haworth@lancashire.gov.uk 

01254 386579 

Simon Clarke CRDO simon.clarke@lancashire.gov.uk 

01254 386579 

James Syson Chair Joint CL & ELCRPs James.syson@blackburn.gov.uk 

01254 585776 

Marjorie Birch Vice Chair CL & ELCRPs rjm.raydale@tisclali.co.uk 

01200 441549 

Tony Ford Chair SFLCRP tony.ford@virgin.net 

 

Richard Fulford-Brown Vice Chair SFLCRP richardfulford@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Marion Atkinson Chair WoLCRP marion.atkinson@merseytravel.gov.uk 

0151 3301027 

Roger Bell Vice Chair WoLCRP hrogerbell@btinternet.com 

Along with the core members of the management groups there are a number of other industry 

members who regularly attend the meetings along with representatives from local councils, Sta-

tion Managers and from local Rail User Groups and Friends of Stations.   

Craig Harrop Northern Rail 

Client & Stakeholder Manager 

craig.harrop@northernrail.org 

07738 140353 

Don Jary Northern Rail 

Client & Stakeholder Manager 

don.jary@northernrail.org 

07899 934712 

Roy Greenhalgh Network Rail 

Customer Service Manager 

roy.greenhalgh@networkrail.co.uk 

01772 551242 

Steve Magner TfGM steve.magner@tfgm.com 

0161 2441726 

Simon Ashworth Northern Rail 

Revenue Delivery Manager 

simon.ashworth@northernrail.org 

07786 310247 

Julian Daley Mersey Travel julian.daley@merseytravel.gov.uk 

0151 3301243 

Iain Aldred Northern Rail 

Marketing Manager West 

iain.aldred@northernrail.org 

07771 612820 

Photographs and other images in this report courtesy of: Brian Haworth, Simon Clarke, Northern Rail, 

Source Creative, Alastair Nicholson, and Friends of Nelson Station.     

And finally, coming in 2014: 
 

• A new station, with booking office, at Burnley Manchester Road; 

• The reinstatement of the Todmorden West Curve; 

• A new rail service from Blackburn to Manchester Victoria via Accrington 

and Burnley Manchester Road; 

• Marketing the new service; and 

• ‘All Change at Cherry Tree’,  a new project involving schools and col-
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An artist’s impression of the new Burnley Manchester Road station 
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Community Rail Lancashire, Accrington Station, Eagle Street, Accrington, Lancashire BB5 1LN 

t: 01254 386579 e: info@communityraillancashire.co.uk 


